January 


The Dinner Party at Dayton Ranch. 
$250 Prize Story. 
Mabe! Loder Stearns. 


Should Chance Permit. 


_ 


Mary and Rosalie Dawson. 
The Drowned Bedroom. 
Rene Bache. 
Out of Court. 
$125 Prize Story. 
Virginia Yeaman Remnitz. 
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DELICIOUS AND NOURISHING. 


fons 
MALTA-VITA PURE F000 COMPANY © 


Malta-Vita 
Original Flaked Food 


Delicious with warm milk or cream 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


An honest, undisguised soap, with its own 
clean, wholesome scent indicating its antiseptic 
qualities, which costs no more than ordinary 
soaps, only five cents at all dealers is 


LIFEBUDY SOAP 


WHICH IS MORE THAN SOAP 


for it destroys dirt and infectious disease germs 
at one and the same time. Sanitary, anti- 
septic, disinfectant. Ask your dealer for it, 


If your dealer cannot supply you we will send you by mail 2 
full sized cakes on receipt of 10 cts.,coin or stamps, to pay 
part of postage. It costs us 13cts, alone to mail the 2 cakes and 
soap is worth 10 cts., hence we are out the soap and 3 cts. in 
stamps. We want every reader of The Black Cat, however, 
to try this wonderful cleanser and purifier—hence this liberal 
offer. Valuable booklet, illustrated, sent free. 


LEVER BROTHERS LIMITED, DEPT. W, NEW YORK CITY 
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ll ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Learn to 


Play Any Instrument 


by note at your Home 


FREE SCHOLARSHIPS 


a limited time 
free scholarsh 

will be given in 
Home Study courses 
(your only expense be- 
ing the cost of post- 
eand the music you 
will use which can be 
d for as needed). 
hese free scholar- 
ships are open for ac- 
ce nee int 


ORGAN 
VIOLIN GUITAR 
CORNET BANJO 

and 
MANDOLIN 


will be limited in each 
locality, preference 
will be shown 
those writing first. 
This offer is made 
solely for advertising 

nners or ad- 
vanced pupils, 
We teach by —~ 
and 


cess. 
Send for Free 
Tuition Contract 


and handsome 
booklet telling of our five years of success, Address 
U. 8. SCHOOL OF MUSIC, 
Box 198, 19 Union Square, New York, N. ¥, 


Song-Writers * ““make you 


We write music to your words, 
and Posts... and punish. 


The Place of Jesus 
IN THE RELIGION OF TODAY, and other Unitarian 
mphiets sent free. Address P. O. M., 1828 Washington 
Rube: rndale, Mass. 

9 ELeventn YEAR. Candid, sng- 
uthors’ gestive | Criticiam, literary and 
Mevision, practical 

po Disposal. 
Rererences: Ilezekiah Butter- 


worth, Mrs. Burton Harrison, Thos. 
Neleon Page, Mary E. Wilkins and 
send stamp for BOOKLET 


gency. 


to WM. A. DRESSER, 
Mention The Black Cat, 


R. 16, 400 Broadway, 
Cambridge, Mass. 


want SHORT STORIES 


Novelettes, Feature Articles, Character 
Sketches, Essays, Editorials, Plays, Lect- 
ures, Charades, Puzzles, Jokes, Poetry, 
Rhymes, Jingles; Articles on Science, 
Medicine, Art, Fashion, Household, Build- 
ing or Manufacture; or any class cf 
literature adapted for publication in Mag- 
azines or Newspapers. Manuscripts sold 
ona commission basis or Syndicated. One 
thousand buyers on our list. 

Instruction given by mail in Short-Story 
Writing, News —~— ondence or Repor- 
torial Branches. for either or both 
free booklets, “ A. K. asa Vocation.” 
— Tells how to start right. “The Syndi- 
catingof Manuscripts.” — Tells of the fair- 
est syndicate plan ever devised. Address 
The United Press ayationio. 618 Majestic 
Building, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

HAVE 


vou Literary Talent ? 


Learn Journalism and Story 
Writing by mail. Send for free 
booklet, ** Writing for Profit 

lls how to succeed as stor: 
writer, magaz'ne-contributor, 

newspaper-correspond- 
-ent. MSS. criticised and re- 
sed; sold on commission. 


vi 
Thornton West, Editor in-Chief ; founded 1895. 
THE NATIONAL 
68 Baldwin Building 


PRESS 


ASSOCIATION 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


LLUSTRATING 


Drawing 


‘ou have taste or talent we can help you to success 
i. Best 


fr. 


by tite Heeb System of Teachin Mail. 
in all America. Cut out ad, nd y. Good for 
$5 on course to begin now. 

National Schoo! of llilustrating, 
18 N. Penan’s St., Iadianapolis, U. 


The Artistic 
Pencil Pointer 


Guides your knife and makes a 
beautifully tapered point. Supe- 
perior in effectiveness to any of 
the costly machines on 
the market, Peter Ballin- 
gall, Certified Public Ac- 
countant and Auditor, of 
Philadelphia, writes: ‘It 
is the only one | have 
= ever come across that 
| does the work ina really 
perfect manner.”” Sam- 
ple sent postpaid for l5c., 
two for 2c. Wholesale 

rices on application. 


-atentee ex M’f'r. 
K. L. MeDIVITT, 805 W. Lincoln Avenue, Belvidere, Wilinols 


Foreign stamps, 10¢. 104—all different—from 
Malta, Bulgaria, India, ete. Album, 10¢. 156 


S. A; 


different unused, 40 different 8., 10¢. 
cent. commissi 
x STAMP ©0., 148 Fuciia Ave., Cleveland, Ohio. 


A Stray Penny 


May Mean a Fortune to You. 
Don't let valuable coins sli 
through your fingers. Send 1 
cents for our new Hub Coin 
Book, which gives prices we 
arantee to pay for Rare Coins. 


me are worth as much as $500 
each. Wlustrated, cloth bound 
edition, 50 cents. Alexander 


850 MARKET ST. 
= & Ca. (East. 214 


San Francisco, Calif 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. lll 


Criticised, Corrected and Placed 
Writers advised by expert li work- 
ers, thoroughly in touch with leading 
publishers, and familiar with their 
wants. Sales negotiated. Terms very 
moderate. Write for booklet describing 
Department of Manuscripts of the 
School of Journalism. 


| 


ann Institute, 
52 Becond National Bank Building, 
Washington, D.C, 


LEARN PROOFREADING. 


If you possess a fai ucation, why not utilize it at a genteel 
and ded paying 815 to $35 weekly? Situations 
always obtainable, We are the original instructors by mail. 


HOME CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL, Philadelphia 


EARN $15 TO $50 PER WEEK 


and prepare on influential and profitable profession 
ing by mail, our course in 


OURNALIS 


Write for our plan for assist- 
ing our students in selling writ- 
ings and securing positions. Particulars 
cost you nothing Write today. 
THE URBAHNS SCHOOLS 
908 Calhoun Street, - Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


NOTE : — Those interested in Bookkeeping Short- 
hand, and Business Letter Writing. rite us. 


LEARN 


TO WRITE 


The knowledge of Advertising is daily 
proving to scores of ambitious men and wo- 
men a big help in their present position 
and a help to better positions—it is ruz 
SEW Epvcation wart. The possession of 
this modern, important qualification means 
greater opportunities for you in your busi- 
ness life. Large prospectus, sent free op 
request. PAGE-DAVIS CO, 

Suite, 25, 90 Wabash Ave., Chicago, 


If you want to 
know how to do your 
advertising at less cost, if you 
Mie to become an ad-writer of 
manager at $20 to $100, if you wish to gain 
— that will positively increase your salary or 
income, a wish your son or your daughter to 
learn a dignified and quickly-pro 
send three 2-cent stamps for prospectus and read in it 
the terms on which I give a positive guarantee of 
increased ear 


CHARLES AUSTIN E BATES, 127 Nassau St., New York. 


“a” Sketch, Letter, Design or Illustrate 


BY MAIL, for newspapers, 
ines, commercial pu = 
Adaptedtoall. Practica teachi 
successful students, reasonab 
terms, well-known teachers. Write 


OF oot oF 


sent Free to any address. 
Lewts STAMMERING 


Bea Writer 


Are your manuscript ected? Would you like to 
have someone tell you ly why the ore not ae 
able? Send for our little book WRITERS 
NEED” and we will help rs find the LAY 
Writers’ Aid Assoc . D. Nassau Street, New York 


Taught by mail absolutely free. We mean 
just what we say, absolutely free. Write and let 
us explain why and how we can do it. We teach 
Short Story Writing, Illustrating and Drawing, 
and buy satisfactory Manuscripts tnd lilustrations 
of our students. How to Converse, Letter Writing, 
Etiqueue, Ladies’ Companion also 


TAUGHT AT FREE 


YOUR HOME 


Our methods are original and practical. Dis- 
cover your talent and be independent. Here's your 
chance. Name any above courses you desire and 
write us now. Remember the instruction is free. 


A. P. GARDINER PUBLISHING 
Dept.20. 3220 Broadway, New New York 
Reference: Central National Bank of New York. 


, like SWINNERTON DIRKS, 
or prospectus 


and free 
National School of Caricature, 
5 World Bidg.,N.X. Dan McCarthy, Director, 


BOOKKEEPING, 


etc., successfully taught by or no 
POSITIO NS secured. 
stodents. Booklet free. Add. DEP 

49 ORAUGHON’S uasiniite Tenn 


BOOK-K EEPING 


LEA a Or TELEGRAPHY 


Business Men are advertising every day for 
competent book-keepers, clerks, cashiers, pri- 
vate seeretaries, and railroads for telegraphers 
and private seeretaries, but they can’t get all 
they need, If you are not doing as well as 
you should, learn one of these professions. 
There is plenty of room for you and the pay 
is from $60 to $150 a month. We ean teach 
you by mailina few weeks at trifling expense. 
You learn at your home without giving up 
your present position. We aid our graduates 
in securing spiendid positions. Full 
particulars free to all who are 
interested. Write at once to the 
Niechigan Business Lastitute, 
208 lust. Bidg., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
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lv ADVERTISEMENTS. 


A GREAT GALLERY OF TWELVE FACSIMILES OF 


Famous Paintings 
14 


By a special arrangement that bas taken months to perfect, the readers of this publication are offered the oppor- 
tunity to oDtain free of charge a set of 12 rep: oductions of famous pictures by 


The World's Master-painters 


One of these great pictures, reproduced in the exact colors and with true fidelity to the originals, will be given each 
moith FREE OF CHARGE as a supplement to the most unique and interesting DOLLAR MAGAZINE published— 


THE GRAPHIC MAGAZINE 


vividly interesting ; handsomely printed on good paper ; superbly illustrated—a magazine full of New Things and 
the best in Fiction, Travel, Adventure, Poetry, Science, Humor, Pathos with unexcelled Home, House 
hold and Children’s Departments, and with many other featores of surpassing interest. 
THE GRAPHIC is published as a dollar magazine—the biggest dollar's worth of Art and Literature sold, but 
in order to quickly obtain the largest circulation in America, we offer 


The Magezine for O Cents Provided You 


1 Year and the 12 Subscribe Before 
Great Pictures for February 10th 


Beck if you want it 


Money 
om Pod. tho will bo advancing 10 cents each month thereafter until the 
regular price is renched. 


SOME OF THE JANUARY FEATURES 


THE WATCH PARTY AT CRABTREB CORNER, a charming New Year's story by THOMAS M. UPP. 

THE SONS OF THB CONQUEROR, a Historical Romance of the stirring times of the first Norman King. 

TOE WILD GOOSE STORY, a tale of the Arabian Nights, by SIR EOWIN AKNOLD. 

THE MARVELOUS BANQUET IN Bones OF A SEA GOD. The fifth tale of the Northern Mythology, told 
by HELEN ZIMMEKN, ip the Grap 

THB BLACK GHOST, a true and ieiaatiitidtinencuaspemen 

SEEN IN A CORNES GROCERY, the first feature of a new series. 

MORE ABOUT OUT-OF-THE-WAY PLACBS, as seen in a trip around the world. You won't need to travel if 
you read the Graphic. 

MORE OF THE LESSONS IN NATURAL HISTORY AND saTnowon®, which will be continued for some 

time, giving a course at home on the Marveis of Nature and Everyday 


THE WOMEN’S, CHILDREN’S AND HOUSEHOLD CGAPTERS by fon of new and novel 
tions for amusing and educating the yeung, as well as entertaining and | fee =U 
also valuable advice for ladies who desire te Improve their looks. Necessary information about about 


receipts and ideas fur the Household and otter Everyday Matters. 


waees 4 AND A SCORE MORE of the out-of the-orfinary features that heve broucht Over 660 CowoRATULATORY 
Letrers from subscribers and other editors since the first three numbers appeared. 


“The Duchess of Devonshire” Free! 


The Famous Painting reprodaced in original-colors as the Free January Art Supplement is “ The Portra't of 
the Duch of hire,"’ by Gainsborough, the original of which was stolen and kept hidden for years. Recov. 
ered only a few months ago, it was purchased by J. Pierpont Morgan at a cost said to exceed $40,000. The chance to 
secure a perfect reproduction of this f: picture free of cost is one that will never come to you again. 

Another great picture, by just as great an artist as this, will be given each month free. They are not chromos, 
but exact reproductions of the World's Masterpieces, and Art Stores everywhere are scrambling to get these same 
pictures to sell at from 25 to 50 cents each. With the Graphic you get them free. and the magazine itself for only 
half the regular subscription price for the magazine alone. You are therefore advised not to delay but to send your 
subscription at once, with Sc., in any form you wish, for‘ THE MAGAZINE THAT MAKES YOU FOR- 
GET TIME. ** It will cost you 6 cents if you do not order before February 10th. Order now before the price advances. 


THE GRAPHIC MAGAZINE 24 B, Werren Street, New York 
P. &.—Owing the 
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3 > he q sample copies will be sent to-anyoue, but If you are not entirely satisfied, your money wf be cheerfully refunded. 
a Be Ae 4 The Graphic Magazine Company is rere pete under the laws of the State of New York, and le composed of well- 
koown and responsible men ia the publish and advertising business. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. Vv 


JUST THROWN OPEN THE 


The Mutual Literary-Music Club of America, 


to get 100,000 members immediately, offers 
great concessions. 


72 PIECES OF NEW SHEET MUSIC FREE 


Membership includes the great magazine, and will 
save and make money for you. 


MANY DOLLARS IN VALUE FOR ONLY $1.00 


Everyone should join the MUTUAL LITERARY-MUSIC CLUB OF AMERICA, 
whose officers have just decided to throw its benefits open to the Public, and havin 
done 80, want 100, members immediately. There is nothing else like this Clu 
anywhere. Itis purely mutualinits aims. It enables you to purchase books and 
periodicals, music and musical instruments at especial cut prices. It secures 
reduced rates at many Hotels. It answers questions free of charge. It offers schol- 
arships and valuable cash prizes to members. It maintains Club Rooms in many 
Cities for its members. It has many other advantages fully explained in its pros- 
pectus. In addition, every member receives as the official club organ, the famous 


EV’RY MONTH 


with 6 pieces of High Class Music Free Each Month 


lement to the Magazine without extra charge. The words and the music are 
amous composers. Among them are selections for beginners, as well as for expert 
players. In other words, you get 72 pieces of music in one year FREE OF CHARGE. 
The membership has already run into the thousands. It is in order to broaden 
its scope and be of greater benefit to all, that the officers of the Club invite everyone 
to join. The membership fee is only $1.00 per year, which entitles you to a full 
ear’s subscription to the Magazine, as well as the many other benefits offered. The 
Tease alone is well equal to any other $1.00 Magazine published. You cannot 
purchase the music given free, at any high-grade music store for less than 25c. per 


copy, and it is likely that the Club may save you from $100.00 to $200.00 in a single 
year. 


This music consists of bigh-grete vocal and instrumental music given as a ~~ 
y 


All these benefits for $1.00 only, provided 
you subscribe for membership at once 


The rate is likely to be advanced very soon. One copy of the Magazine alone will 
make you glad that you joined. The other benefits are inestimable in value. You 
cannot afford to pass this offer by. You will get your money back in value man 
times over. Full particulars will be sent free of charge, but if you are wise, you will 
send in your request for membership at once, before the $1.00 offer is withdrawn. 
Write at once, enclosing $1.00 for a full year’s membership and subscription to the 
Magazine, for which you will receive all the benefits named above, including the 72 
ieces of music given free as asupplement. If you wish to withdraw any time within 
hree months, you can do so, and get your money back. re no more liberal offer 

was ever made you atall. Address your letter enclosing membership fee, now while 
ou think of it, tothe MUTUALLITERARY-MUSIC CLUB, Secretary 10, 150 Nassau 
t., New York City. 


P. 8S. The MUTUAL LITERARY-MUSIC CLUB OF AMBRICA is incorporated 
under the laws of the State of New York. It has a capital of $25,000. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


THE “MAJESTIC” 


COMBINATION OF COPPER, GOLD, 
SILVER, LEAD, ZINC, AND IRON MINES 


This vast property, located in Beaver County, Utah, 
embraces pra groups of mines: 


(1) O (5) Larkspur 
(2) Old “Bbiody (6) Hoosier Boy 
(3) Vicksburg (7) Copperfield 
(4) Harrington-Hickory (8) Treasure 


of 2,400 acres in area; also hundreds of acres in- 
cluded in Smelter Site and New Town Site, more 
water than needed, brick and lime on_ property. 
Upwards of 20,000 feet of actual underground devel- 
opment work —shatfts, drifts, cross cuts, winzes, etc. 
An excess of 100,000 tons of avatlable ore on the 
dumps, estimated by experts to be worth not less 
than $2,000,000. 


See The Black Cat for December for testimo- 
nials from the gentlemen comprised in the photo- 
graph on the opposite page. These investors after 
thorough personal examination added to their hold- 
ings $200,000 worth of Majestic Stock. Write to all 
or any of them for further information. 


Write us for new (illustrated) edition of “ Above 
and Below the Surface” (44 pp.), mailed free on 
application. It is a work of art valuable in itself. 
Send a postal card for it NOW. 


CHAPMAN, MUCKLOW & BOSSON, 
Fiscal Agents for United States. 78 Pearl St., Hartford, Conn. 
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“THE MAJESTIC ” 


“NAMED IN THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY” 


Photograph of well-known geatiomen | whe pereenatty inspected the great properties 


Group of Capitalists 


on their Way to Visit the ** Majestic’’ Properties. Their Special 
Car in the Background. 

George A. Graves, New Britain, Conn.; Hon. D. N. Morgan, Ex-Treasurer U. S., Bridgeport, Conn. ; 
Geo. E. Keith, Shoe Manufacturer, Brockton, Mass.; Fred J. Reville, New York; Joseph B. Pierce, Sec’ 
Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection and Insurance Co., Hartford; Col. Henry Altman, New York; Chas. H. 
Alvord, Sec’y Hendey Machine Co., Torrington, Conn.; Chas. A. Piddock, Hartford; Sidney E. 
Packard, Campello, Mass.; Wm. B. Mucklow, Hartford; Major Thomas M. Smith, Hartford; E. H. Hotch- 
kiss, Lumber Dealer, Torrington, Conn.; Dr. Harmon G. Howe, Hartford; A. B. Lewis, President of Ma- 


jestic ; N. B. Dunbar, Torrington, Conn.; Geo. H. Risley, New York; John M. Dick, Boston; F. H. 
Bosson, Hartford; Prof. Charles Jacobus, Springfield, Mass. 


On JANUARY 6, 1903, another party will start for the mines in a private 
car. Write AT ONCE it you wish to see the ‘* Wonders of Beaver County, ~ 


Earnings and Disbursements 


The 350-ton smelters will be in operation early in 1908. Conservative estimates show 
that earnings of not less than $10,000.00 per day net may be expected. The addition of three 
more 250-ton smelters will be made as soon as possible. The result can be figured out when 
1,100 tons per day are being smelted. Not until the smelters are in operation will there be 
any income except from the sale of treasury stock, of which there are 100,000 shares on hand 
Or $1,000,000.00 par value. It is not the intention of the directors to sell a pound of ore to 
outside smelters, for the reason that when so sold a large percentage of its value is lost. A 
get dividend is expected before the end of 1903. The stock should be worth not less than 

ouble its present cost within twelve months. 

Stock is now offered at $7.50 per share (par value $10.00). We reserve the privilege of 
withdrawing this price without notice. 

It will cost you practically nothing to INVESTIGATE the great _———— Company. 
Therefore we want to send you a beautiful 44-page booklet, splendidly illustrated, with 


other valuable data. Write us AT ONCE. 
We absolutely guarantee our statements in regard to The Majestic Gomeeag- It is one 
of the few sound, clean, and legitimate mining propositions before the American public. 


All the stock we need to sell will be taken in a few weeks. 
. Address all communications and make all checks to the Fiscal Agents, 


CHAPMAN, MUCKLOW & BOSSON, 
78 Pearl Street, Hartford, Conn. 
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vill ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Incomes for Life! 


The Widow or Child of the average man, to whom a large 
lump sum is paid at his death, is quite as likely to lose the bulk 
of it by ill-advised investment or the mistakes of “ officious” 
friends as to =e its benefits. If you wish to provide for your 


Wife, your or any one dependent upon you: 


1. An absolutely sure income for life— 


2. Which cannot be assigned, bartered 
or alienated in any way by any act 
of the payee— 


Which shall be free from all inheri- 
tance or other taxes— 


Which shall be subject to no ex- 
penses of trustees— 


4. 


Which may be secured by annual 
payments during your life-time— 


The Leading LIFE INSURANCE CO. in the World 


will do it for you in the form ofa 


Trust Agreement 
EXAMPLE: A man or woman deposits yearly $300.00 


or thereabouts according to age. — The beneficiary is a child of 
tender years— 

The man or woman dies— 

The child receives a 


Life Income of $500 Per Year 


If the beneficiary dies before the provider, all benefits revert to 
the estate of the one who makes the deposits. 


* To obtain particulars, please fill out this coupon and send to A. S. STANLEY, 
General Agent, 83 Milk St., Boston, Mass. 


5. 


A. S. STANLEY, 83 MILK STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 
Please send figures adapted to following ages: 


Age of APPLICANT. Age of BENEFICIARY. 
Trust Agreement to be for $.......................... per year for life. 
Address of APPLICANT 
Name 
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THe LIBRARY 

CON 
Te Cre 


A Monthly Magazine of Original Short Stories. 


Copyright, 1902, by The Shortstory Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 


Vol. VIIL., No. 4. JANUA RY, 1903. pp 


Whole No., 88. 


t tC, as 


CLARE te. 


oory 


Entered at the Post-Office at Boston, Mass., a’ second-class matter. 


Tae BLAcK Cat is devoted exclusively to original, unusual, fascinating stories— 
number is complete in itself, It publishes no serials, translations, borrowings, or stealings. 
It pays nothing for the name or reputation of a writer, but the highest price on record for Sto- 
ries that are Stories, and it pays not according to length, but according to strength. To receive 
attention, manuscripts must be sent unrolled, fully prepaid, and accompanied by addressed 
and stamped envelope for return. All MSS. are received and returned at their writers’ risk. 


CAUTION, — The entire contents of Tue BLACK Car are protected by cop; right, and publish- 
ers everywhere are cautioned against reproducing any of the stories, eit holly or in part. 


The Dinner Party at Dayton Ranch,* 


BY MABEL LODER STEARNS. 


S Rey NNER was pending, and the guests of the ho- 

4 tel were gathered in indolent expectancy on the 
piazza to enjoy the beautiful Swiss sunset. ) 

Miss Dayton had been comparing the view be- 
fore her with the one from her own veranda at 
ALL home in Wyoming. Incidentally she had added 
that Mrs. Willington had promised her a visit while on her trip 
through America that fall, and was to be with her during her 
uncle’s enforced absence of several weeks. 

Mrs. Willington was the regulation hotel widow, whom none of 
the other guests took seriously, but for whom Miss Dayton had 
conceived a very evident admiration, which the widow accepted 
with a gracious patronage. 

The friendship had caused much comment in the hotel, and no 
one was surprised to hear of the proposed visit. 

The only difficulty seemed to be the widow’s extreme timidity. 
In a burst of confidence Miss Dayton had disclosed the fact that 
she had secreted her jewels in an old vault in the cellar of her 
house in Wyoming, and proposed leaving them there for safe keep- 
ing. ‘I care nothing for wearing them,” she said. 


° Copyright, 1902, by The Shortstory Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
* The writer of this story was awarded the $250 Angelus Prize in Tue Biack Cat 
story contest ending February 26, 1902. 
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THE DINNER PARTY AT DAYTON RANCH, 


The widow appeared appalled at the prospect of being in the house 
with valuables of that sort, in such an isolated spot, without even 
Major Dayton for protection. The very thought seemed to terrify 
her, and she began to weaken on her promise. 

But Miss Dayton reassured her with the further explanation 
that no one but the family knew of the jewels’ whereabouts, and 
that none of the servants were aware of the vault’s existence, even. 

Mrs. Willington admitted that there was something in that, and 
consented to take the risk on Miss Dayton’s promise that the 
jewels should not be taken from their hiding place during the 
widow’s visit to the ranch. 

“I do not wish to seem officious and cowardly, my dear, but you 
are such a careless, unsophisticated child that you do not realize 
the wickedness there is in the world. I have very little faith in 
the trustworthiness of servants,” she asserted. 

“ When you come to the ranch, I will show you how impossible 
it would be for any one, without a knowledge of the vault, to get 
at the jewels,” Miss Dayton assured her. 

“ What is it, Ah Foo? Oh, yes! the mail. Thank you.” 

“ Where did you get him?” was asked, as the Chinaman left. 

“Oh, we picked him up in Peking several years ago, and he has 
been our devoted slave ever since. He is a good soul!” 

The ensuing week the Daytons sailed for New York. Three 
weeks later the widow followed them, and a bright afternoon in 
September found her comfortably ensconced on the veranda at 
Dayton ranch, greatly enchanted with her surroundings. 

A few days after her arrival word came to Miss Dayton that 
Mrs. Barrows—an old friend of her mother — had been taken ill 
while travelling across the continent, and was laid up for repairs, 
as it were, at a stuffy little hotel in a near-by town. Miss Dayton, 
with prompt generosity, decided to go to her at once and bring her 
to the ranch. The widow shook her head dubiously. 

It was a most unselfish impulse, of course, she conceded, but in 
her opinion Miss Dayton was incurring a great responsibility in 
undertaking the care of an invalid. But the girl was obdurate, 
pooh-poohing the idea of its involving any amount of care, or of 
there being any unselfishness in it. 

* On the contrary, I am generally self-interested in all that I do!” 
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Mrs. Willington regarded her curiously for a moment. “Do 
you know,” she said, “ you are the most puzzling girl I have ever 
met. One minute you seem just an innocent child. The next, 
one gets a glimpse of a cynicism utterly incongruous with one’s 
preconceived ideas of you.” 

“I have been delving into French philosophy somewhat of late 
—perhaps it has left a bad taste in my mouth,” returned Miss 
Dayton, smiling. 

A few uneventful days passed, then a telegram came for Mrs. 
Willington, which she handed to her hostess, explaining, “ My 
brother and his chum.” The telegram read : 


Tom and I pass through Lander’s Crossing to-morrow. 
Will stop over to see you. FLETCHER FENTON. 


Miss Dayton was sympathetically pleased, and expressed herself 


most cordially, insisting that the travellers should remain for sev- 


eral days at the ranch. The widow was delighted. 

“My dear Miss Dayton,” she began effusively, * you are hospi- 
tality itself!” but the girl cut her short. 

“TI told you once,” she said, smiling, “that I always consulted 
my own ends. Iam anxious to meet your brother and his friend.” 

Fenton and Darney came the following afternoon, and accepted 
with apparent pleasure Miss Dayton’s invitation to prolong their 
visit. They were most enthusiastic over the ranch and the curi- 
ously built old house, and seemed to enjoy themselves hugely dur- 
ing their stay. It poured torrents the day before they were to 
leave. Miss Dayton had a wood fire lighted in the living room, and 
after luncheon all gathered about it to enjoy its warmth. 

They had been telling stories and recounting strange experi- 
ences, when suddenly the widow clapped her hands. “ The very 
thing!” she cried. ‘“ Miss Dayton, tell the boys the story of the 
secret vault.” 

“ There is really very little to tell,” replied Miss Dayton slowly. 
* The house was built by a miner in the days of the gold fever. He 
dug a lot of gold and was afterwards robbed of most of it. The loss 
turned his brain, and for years he lived here all alone, guarding 
the vault, which he filled with stones, believing them to be nuggets 
of gold. His ghost is supposed to guard it still, the natives say.” 
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“By George! That’s interesting,” said Fenton. 

“ This vault is built in the foundation of the house and can be 
reached only through a secret panel in the cellar wall. We bought 
the ranch a few years ago, but have spent very little time here 
since. This summer, however, I grew tired of travelling and de- 
termined to come here for the pleasant fall months, even though 
my uncle could not be with me all of the time. It is quite safe,” 
she continued ; “ the men on the place are trustworthy, and I am 
not in the least afraid. But I should have been lonely indeed dur- 
ing my uncle’s absence had not Mrs. Willington taken pity on me.” 

“Safe enough, providing you don’t keep any valuables in the 
house,” commented Darney. ‘“ You don’t do that, I hope.” 

“ Why, of course Ido! All my jewels are in that vault. The 
silver we leave in town because it is such a bother to bring it. 
But come! I will show it to you,” she said, rising. 

A slight sound made them all look up. It was only Ah Foo 
with more wood for the fire. Mrs. Willington eyed him suspi- 
ciously. “I don’t like that pagan,” she said irritably to Fenton, 
as Miss Dayton led the way to the cellar. “He always seems to 
be laughing at one without moving a muscle of his face!” 

“He appears to me too stupid to be dangerous, 
objected. 

“That shows how observing you men are!” Mrs. Willington 
retorted. “I tell you that boy will bear watching!” 

“My dear Josephine, sometimes you are positively —deli- 
cious!”’ Fenton said, smiling. 

It was about this time that an inscrutable Mongolian face, quite 
transformed from its usual impassivity, was pressed close to a 
crack in the door leading from the pantry into the cellar passage- 
way. The slanting eyes, now alert and keen, watched the merry 
party as it passed. Then the door slid back noiselessly, and Ah 
Foo glided silently after them. 

Down the passage they went to a door opening on to a stairway 
which led down into the cellar. This descended, another dark 
hallway was traversed, and then their guide turned into a narrow 
passage. Here she stopped and held aloft the lantern she carried, 
until the others came up. 

“Now watch me, Here is the panel, You press here this way, 
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and that. And see — the panel slides back! You try it, Mr. Fen- 
ton,” she said, closing the panel again. 

Fenton did so and, after a little difficulty, succeeded. 

“ Let us go in,” Miss Dayton suggested lightly. ‘The vault is 
quite large.” 

Mrs. Willington drew back nervously. “The rest of you go,” 
she said. “I will wait outside.” 

Turning quickly, she encountered Ah Foo standing in the 
shadow. He came forward deprecatingly when he saw that he 
was discovered. 

“ What are you doing here?” she demanded sharply. 

He had been getting wood from the wood pile, he explained 
apologetically, and had thought Missee Dayton had called him. 
Mrs. Willington assured him that she had not done so, and sent 
him about his business in a most peremptory manner. Meanwhile 
the others were poking about the vault. 

“ The jewels are in that,” Miss Dayton said, pointing to a heavily 
bound iron chest. “It is too heavy for even two people to lift, 
which makes it all the less liable to be carried off, you see.” 

“What is to hinder its being rifled here?” asked Darney. 
« That is, providing access could be gained to the vault.” 

“T don’t believe it possible to pick that lock. The chest is a 
very old one that my uncle brought from Egypt years ago, and 
the lock is a most complicated device — one that has baffled the 
skill of many an expert locksmith. The key I keep in my room 
under a loose brick in the hearth — a place that would never occur 
to any one. No, the only way would be to blow the chest open.” 

“It is a curious old place,” observed Darney; “ quite an ingen- 
ious arrangement.” 

They were interrupted by Mrs. Willington, who stuck her head 
through the open panel. “ For goodness’ sake! come out of this,” 
she said, crossly. “I’m cold and want to go back to the fire.” 

Ah Foo was still in the wood room when they passed, but he 
was apparently hard at work and did not look up. Fenton and 
Mrs. Willington exchanged glances. 

“T wish you would keep an eye on that heathen,” the widow 
said. “He was hanging around all the while you were in the 
vault.” 
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“Very well, I will. Perhaps you are right in thinking him 
more knave than fool.” 

On reaching the stairway Miss Dayton remembered that she had 
not ordered tea, so, admonishing the rest to go without her, she 
went back to speak to Ah Foo, whom she noticed as she passed. 

It had been a depressing sort of day, and all were tired and 
ready to retire at an early hour that night. Mrs. Willington plead 
a headache, and the men their early start in the morning. Their 
hostess seemed glad of the relief, and went to her own room soon 
after the rest had retired. She did not go at once to bed, but sat 
for some time before the fire that crackled cozily on the hearth. 

She looked strangely old and worn, as she sat there absently 
watching the dancing flames, an unspeakable weariness in her eyes, 
while every line of her drooping figure showed the exhaustion that 
mastered her. 

“] must not lose my nerve now,” she muttered — “now, when 
there is so much at stake!” And reaching for a glass of sherry 
that stood on a table near, she drank it quickly and hurried to bed. 

A few hours later a cloaked figure stole noiselessly through the 
narrow passage leading to the vault. Slowly, cautiously, it crept 
along, until the secret panel was reached. Here it stopped. The 
silence was unbroken, and the figure, as if satisfied, was about to 
go on, when a slight sound issued from the darkness beyond. 
Wrapping its cloak more closely about it, the figure drew farther 
back against the wall. Silence again. Then the sound was re- 
peated. Nearer, this time, taking the form of a stealthy step, but 
so slight as to seem almost imaginary. Then a whisper — close 
now to the cloaked figure — sneering — contemptuous — mocking ! 
— ‘ Allee samee damn fool !”’ 

The cloaked figure made no move to discover the identity of the 
voice, but stood motionless until the steps had passed, then it 
returned by the way it had come. 

The next morning after breakfast Fenton drew his sister aside. 
“ You are right,” he said. “I think that heathen of Miss Dayton’s 
has some game on.” 

“T told youso! What had I better do? Speak to Miss Dayton?” 

*“ Not just yet. I would wait a little. Let things take their 
course for a few days — unless something should occur to warrant 
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your speaking before then — something that you can put your 
finger on, I mean. It will be wiser, I think,” he added. 

Miss Dayton joined them just then and there was no further 
opportunity to discuss the subject before Fenton and Darney left. 

That afternoon Mrs. Willington came into the living room, where 
Miss Dayton was writing. 

“There is a Syrian woman outside,” she said, “ with some 
beautiful laces. It has begun to rain again, and I am afraid to 
stay out on the veranda. But I am dying to see those laces. 
Would it be running too great a risk, do you think, if we let her 
come inside ?” 

“Why, no,” Miss Dayton replied, laying down her pen. “It 
will be all right, I’m sure.’ 

The Syrian woman came in shyly at their bidding. A dirty, 
picturesque creature, and very ill at ease until reassured by Miss 
Dayton’s enthusiasm over her wares. 

An hour was spent in discussing the comparative merits of the 
laces, but at length some pieces were selected and the woman took 
her departure. 

Mrs. Willington watched her from the window. Miss Dayton 
had gone from the room on an errand. When the latter returned 
the widow was greatly perturbed. 

“T am very uneasy,” she said nervously. ‘Do you know, Miss 
Dayton, I am afraid we have done a most imprudent thing to let 
that woman into the house. I realize it now. And as well, I am 
greatly distressed to see you place the confidence you do in that 
Chinaman of yours. Several things have occurred to arouse my 
suspicions. I know he heard you talking of the jewels, and he 
has been skulking about ever since. I do not trust him, and 
Fletcher thinks just as I do about it. And while you were gone 
just now something happened to confirm my misgivings.” 

* What do you mean?” 

“ Well, as that peddler left the veranda, she took out a hand- 
kerchief and dropped it in a most conspicuous way. Ah Foo 
joined her immediately, and the two talked earnestly together for 
a few minutes. Then the woman gave Ah Foo what looked like a 
folded paper. This he took with a nod as if he understood, and 
then returned to the house. The woman went on.” 
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Miss Dayton looked serious. “I have never thought Ah Foo 
dishonest,” she said in a troubled way. “In fact, he has never 
seemed bright enough to be anything but harmless. He has been 
devoted to me always. However,I shall watch him closely. I am 
glad you have told me what you have. But I am fond of the boy 
and am loth to believe him crooked. I will question him a little,” 
she added, touching the bell. The Chinaman responded promptly. 

“ Who was that woman that was here, Ah Foo?” 

Ah Foo looked blank. He shook his head. “ Me not know,” 
he said. 

“Have you never seen her before ?” 

“ No, Missee.”’ 

“ What were you saying to her just now?” 

“She not know way to go. Ah Foo say how to her.” 

“ Was that all?” 

“Yes, Missee.” 

“ Very well, you may go.” Then as he left the room, she said, 
“That may be the truth, you know. The Oriental is always 
dramatic even over mere nothings. I will watch him, however.” 

“ Well, my dear, instead of this being an isolated spot, I should 
say it was on the public highway,” declared the widow one morn- 
ing a week later. “ Every one seems to pass this way on his travels. 
Here are friends of mine — Colonel Driscoll and his nephew — stay- 
ing with some people who live only five miles from here. The 
Colonel heard in some way of my whereabouts, and wants to ride 
over on Friday.” 

“We must ask him to dine with us,” Miss Dayton said. “That 
is the night Mr. Darney and your brother are coming back to bid 
us good-by, you know, and we will have quite a little dinner party. 
I wish my uncle could get here in time for it, but he cannot make 
the ranch before Saturday, he says.” 

“TIT wish he might too! What fun! The boys will enjoy it 
immensely. I fear you have made sad havoe there, my dear.” 

“ Really,” returned the girl, absently. Then she looked at the 
widow and smiled. 

“There, my dear! Now you wear that cynical thousand-year- 
old expression again. You are too young to be cynical.” 
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“AmI? Well, never mind! Let us send off ournotes. I will 
inclose mine with yours.” 

“T am glad Major Dayton is to return so soon,” Mrs. Willington 
said, “ because I must start for New York with Fletcher on Satur- 
day, I think.” 

Miss Dayton exclaimed in dismay. “ Why, I haven't carried 
out half my plans for you,” she said regretfully. 

Mrs. Willington assured her that her visit had been a most 
charming one, and that she was more reluctant to go than she 
could say, but her father, it seemed, was not at all well, and she 
felt it her duty to go to him as soon as possible. 

“If I go with Fletcher,” she argued, “I shall avoid having to 
travel alone, which is always so disagreeable, I think.” 

Miss Dayton, though much distressed, she said, could not, of 
course, try to detain her under the circumstances. Mrs. Willing- 
ton herself was quite affected, but speedily recovered her spirits at 
thought of the dinner party, and went off to write her notes. 

The thousand-year-old expression was very apparent now, as the 
girl went to her desk to write her own notes. Having finished 
them, she took up a telegraph blank and wrote the following 
dispatch : 


To Mr. R. 8. Hamlin, 

Northern Ridge, 

Wyoming. 

Dayton Ranch, Sept. 23, 1399. | 
Four. Sept. 2%. At nine. 


Then she rang for Ah Foo. “ Take this note to Mrs. Willing- 
ton,’ she said. “And this” —handing him the dispatch — * I 
want you to take at once to the telegraph office at Lawrence. It 
is to be ‘ rushed,’ tell the man.” 

The Chinaman shot a quick glance at his mistress’s face, then 
said simply, “ Velly well, Missee,” and left the room. 

The dinner party was a great success. The widow, particularly, 
was in the gayest of spirits, the men delightfully entertaining and 
Miss Dayton positively brilliant. The girl seemed transformed from 
her usually quiet self into a dazzling woman of the world. Ah 
Foo, who assisted in the serving of the dinner, watched her with 
an intentness that did not escape Fenton. 
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They had been talking of the early history of the West, when 
Colonel Driscoll suddenly exclaimed: “ By the way! There is 
a rumor afloat that the Lawrence stage was held up last night 
about five miles from here.” 

“ You don’t say so!” ejaculated Fenton, while the widow shiv- 
ered with terror. All were keenly interested and Miss Dayton 
laughed delightedly. 

“Well, that is an event for this prosaic old county! Have 
they caught the robbers ?” 

“ No, they are still at large, I believe,” answered the Colonel. 

“ You see I was right,” broke in the widow, triumphantly ; it is 
most unwise to keep valuables in a place of this kind— You 
are spilling that water on my dress, Ah Foo! What is the mat- 
ter with you?” 

Miss Dayton was talking to the Colonel and did not hear this, 
nor notice that Ah Foo’s eyes were riveted on her face. The 
sound of a bell just then made her look up and beckon to him. 

“ That is Mrs. Barrows’s bell,” she said. “Go to her quickly.” 

After Ah Foo had left Mrs. Barrows’s room, he did not at once 
return to his duties in the dining room. Instead, he walked 
swiftly down the hall to Miss Dayton’s apartment, which he en- 
tered without hesitation. Crossing to the fireplace he stooped and 
lifted a loosened brick from the hearth, at the same time running 
his long fingers quickly over the place where it had been. Then 
replacing it carefully, with a low chuckle, he softly retraced his 
steps with the cat-like motion peculiar to him, and a minute later 
entered the dining room, as impassive and inscrutable as ever. 

“Mrs. Barrows was most interested in our little gathering to- 
night and was anxious to come down. But I knew the excitement 
would be too much for her, so dissuaded her from it,” Miss Dayton 
was saying. 

* What was it, Ah Foo?” 

“ Missee Barr — say she hope allee you drink her health.” 

“ Of course!” cried Miss Dayton, warmly, raising her glass. 

All responded cordially to the toast. Then Fenton asked, smil- 
ingly, “ Are you an advocate of total abstinence, Miss Dayton?” 

“Why?” 


“T noticed that you merely touched your lips to your glass.”’ 
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“ T have aslight headache to-night, so am not drinking anything, 
that is all.” 
For an instant a peculiar smile flickered over the face of the ob- 
servant Ah Foo — whether of satisfaction, triumph or amusement, 
Fenton, who was watching him, could not determine. Possibly, 
it comprised all three. But it was gone in a second, and Fenton 
was baffled again. 
The talk drifted to other things, and dinner was drawing to a 
close, when suddenly an exclamation of alarm from the Colonel 
arrested the attention of all. Miss Dayton, her face covered with 
her hands, had risen and was swaying unsteadily on her feet. She 
would have fallen, had it not been for the timely aid of the Colonel 
and Ah Foo, both of whom sprang to catch her. 
The widow, on the verge of hysterics, finally rose to the occa- 
sion and produced some smelling salts, which seemed to have no 
particular effect, however. The Colonel and Fenton carried the 
now unconscious girl into the adjoining room and laid her on the 
divan, Mrs. Willington and the faithful Ah Foo in attendance. 
The men, at the widow’s suggestion, then went into the hall for a 
smoke. The latter seemed to be rendered utterly powerless in the 
emergency, while Ah Foo evinced an intelligence most surprising, 
seeming to know just what was needed. 
At last Miss Dayton opened hereyes. ‘ What has happened ?” 
she asked, wonderingly. 
Mrs. Willington explained, soothingly, while Ah Foo stood in 
respectful silence, eyeing intently his mistress’s face. He seemed 
to be watching for something. 
“I am sorry to have made such a fuss,” the girl said. “ Where 
are the men?” 
** Gone for a smoke.” 
* An hour’s rest is all I need, but you go to them, please. Ah 
Foo willstay with me in case I should want anything.” 
The request was made with such quiet insistence that the widow 
was forced to comply. She went, however, with many protests 
against leaving. 
When she had gone, Miss Dayton lay quite still for some min- 
utes with her eyes closed. Ah Foo had not moved nor taken his 
gaze from her face. At last she opened her eyes cautiously. 
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“Is there any one about?” she asked, 

“ Yes, Missee, I hear ’em talk.” 

Where are they ?”’ 

“In the sittee room, Missee.”’ 

Miss Dayton thought a moment. “ Wait here till I return,” she 
said. 

There was no sign of either weariness or weakness in the girl’s 
bearing now, as she left the room and mounted a back staircase to 
her own apartment. Going straight to the fireplace, as Ah Foo 
had done an hour before, she lifted the brick from its place. The 
key to the vault was gone ! 

Miss Dayton did not evince any surprise. Rather, it seemed to 
be what she had expected. Replacing the brick quickly she re- 
turned to the library, where she found Ah Foo wandering rest- 
lessly about. She gave him a quick scrutiny as she entered. 

“Is there any one in the hall now? ” 

“ No, Missee.” 

* You are sure?” 

“ Yes, Missee, allee gone.” 

*“ Very well.” 

Miss Dayton stood shading her face from the lamp as she spoke. 
“ This light hurts my eyes,” she said. “ Put it on that table by the 
window, Ah Foo.” 

The Chinaman obeyed her, and then continued his restless patrol 
of the room. At this juncture the widow appeared, burdened 
with apologies for her long absence. She had unfortunately be- 
come involved in an argument with the Colonel, etc. She was de- 
lighted, however, to find her charge so much better. Every one 
had been most solicitous, she said, and had sent her all sorts of 
nice messages. While she paused for breath, there was the sound 
of a mufiled footstep on the veranda outside. 

Mrs. Willington started. “ What is that?” she asked nervously. 

“One of the men, probably.” 

“Ah Foo will go and see, Missee,” the boy volunteered, in- 
differently. 

As he spoke, Mrs. Barrows hobbled into the room. “ Well, I 
thought I would come down,” she said. 

“Why! Mrs. Barrows! What—” 
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“Now don’t ask me why I came,” interrupted the old lady 
testily, “ becatise it is perfectly patent why. I was just tired of 
being up there by myself,” and she seated herself, with an irate 
snort, in the nearest chair. 

“ We are very glad to have you with us, I’m sure,”” Miss Dayton 
said politely. “I only feared the exertion might be too much for 
your strength.” 

* That’s my affair!” Mrs. Barrows snapped. “ Now go on with 
your talk, and don’t mind me,” she added more affably. 

“I must see what has become of Ah Foo,” Miss Dayton said at 
last, as the Chinaman did not return. 

“Let me go for you,” the widow said earnestly. “ You ought not 
to exert yourself any more to-night.” 

Miss Dayton thanked her with the assurance that she was feel- 
ing quite herself again, and was going only into the hall. Closing 
the door after her she stood still to listen. The hall was deserted. 
Outside the wind moaned dismally, but there was no other sound. 
The girl considered for a moment. Then, leisurely crossing the 
hall, she touched an electric button in the wall. As she did so 
and turned away there was in her eyes the supreme joy of the 
master-painter as he adds the touch of completion to his picture. 

When the widow appeared a minute afterward, Miss Dayton 
was seated in an easy chair, apathetically turning the leaves of a 
magazine. She looked up inquiringly as the widow came forward. 

“ Well, did you find your pagan?” Mrs. Willington demanded. 
* You went to hunt him up, I believe.” 

* No, I didn’t find him. I became interested in this book.” 

** My dear Miss Dayton,” said the widow irritably, “ you aston- 
ish me! How can you be so blind to what is as plain as the nose 
on your face to every one else?” 

“IT don’t know, I'm sure,” replied the girl with an aggravating 
smile. “ Perhaps I am hopelessly obtuse.” 

* And in the face of the stage’s having been held up only last 
night, and with the robbers still at large, too!” the widow went 
on indignantly. “I shan’t sleep a wink to-night. There have been 
some horrible burglaries lately!” 

Miss Dayton was intent on her book and did not answer at once. 
Then she recalled herself. ‘ Yes, there have been a good many,” 
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she agreed absently. “There was the Broxton robbery, about a 
year ago. That created quite a sensation, I remember. They 
have not succeeded in catching any of the gang as yet, but they 
have got aclue to the whereabouts of some of tliem, I am told. 
Why, Mrs. Willington, are you ill? What is the matter?” 

“ Just a slight giddiness; I am all unstrung, I tell you! I wish 
the men would come back! They have gone for a walk somewhere. 
But you were saying that the Broxton robbers had been traced. I 
had not heard that. I have been particularly interested in that 
affair, as a friend of mine was visiting there when it happened, and 
so lost her jewels with the rest. I hope they will be successful in 
tracking the thieves, but detectives nowadays are so stupid that 
one wonders why they are employed.” 

As the widow finished speaking there were heavy footsteps in 
the passage. Then the door leading from it into the larger hall 
opened and Miss Dayton’s four dinner guests, with the Syrian 
woman, were ushered in by eight strange men, armed to the teeth. 

Miss Dayton arose, regarding them with a cynical smile as they 
approached, at the same time grasping something in her hand that 
glittered suggestively. The widow, with blanched face, sat help- 
lessly where she was. 

“Miss Dayton,” Fenton burst forth furiously, “ what do these 
ruffians mean by this outrage? Are they mad?” 

“T think not,” she returned, quietly. “The fact is they are my 
guests, too, whom I have invited to meet you all—a meeting I 
have been arranging for many months — ever since the Broxton 
robbery. I am sorry if the pleasure has not proved a mutual one. 
These other friends of mine have been looking forward to it with 
much enjoyment, I assure you. This old house, with its secret 
vault, has served my purpose admirably as a meeting place. And 
the little fiction about the jewels proved to be just the alluring 
bait I thought it would. For the rest, my own ‘innocence and 
lack of worldly knowledge,’ and so forth,” — with an amused glance 
at the discomfited widow — “ was all that was needed to complete 
the means by which the end — this little dinner party of mine — was 
accomplished. It was unfortunate for you that my friends should 
have come upon you so inopportunely, but isn’t it rather unusual 
to find one’s dinner guests in the cellar?” 
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The widow glared savagely at her, like an animal at bay, and 
then made a desperate move toward the door. Miss Dayton cov- 
ered her instantly with the little silver-mounted pistol she held in 
her hand. As she did so, the library door opened, and the erst- 
while old lady Barrows, with wig and cap in hand, joined the 
group, and stood back of the widow’s chair. Miss Dayton greeted 
them smilingly. ‘“ My uncle, Major Dayton,” she said politely, 
“better known to all of you, perhaps, as Mrs. Barrows. You will 
be glad to know that her health is quite restored.” 

“To you, Mrs. Willington,” she continued, mockingly, “I 
would say that your friends here may well be proud of their 
accomplice. You have acted your part well, though not as sue- 
cessfully, perhaps, as in the Broxton affair!” 

Here she turned to the officers again. ‘ You scarcely expected, 
I think, to meet in our Broxton friends the men who so kindly re- 
lieved the Lawrence stage of its valuables last night. But you 
will find upon a little investigation that they are one and the 
same — being equally proficient in all branches of the profession. 
And now, as you will not require our services any further, we will 
say good night.” 

Wonder, bewilderment and rage strove for the mastery on the 
faces of the baffled group, curiosity finally prevailing for the 
moment. 

“ Who, in Heaven’s name, is that woman?” snarled Darney. 

“That,” said the officer, grinning with importance, “is Miss 
Helen Delaine, the cleverest, bravest woman detective in all 
Europe!” 

* And that heathen, Ah Foo?” 

“ Her most able scout.” 

“Well, the game’s up, pals!” said Fenton, philosophically. 
“ We're tricked —and by a woman! By George!” 

Just then the door opened cautiously, and the grinning visage 
of Ah Foo thrust itself into view. Fixing his gaze contemptu- 
ously on Fenton, he remarked sententiously : 


«“ Allee samee damn fool!” 
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Should Chance Permit.* 


BY P. C. DUORTS. 


JOW and then a spider or a great brown rat would 
break the silent monotony of the cell by scurry- 
ing across the stone floor, damp with moisture. 
Even this uncanny diversion was grateful to the 
two American officers who were quartered in 
what had been a Spanish prison and fortress, but 
which was now occupied by Filipino guerilla bands. 

The elder of the two men, who lay stretched listlessly upon the 
damp stones, was a captain in the American army, while his com- 
panion was a young second lieutenant who had just been commis- 
sioned from West Point. Both of them had been captured the 
day before by what were supposed to have been friendly natives, 
and even now they were within easy sight of the American lines, 
though neither of them hoped that their whereabouts would ever be 
learned by their countrymen or that they would be able to escape 
even that short distance. In all probability their death would be 
accomplished within a very short time by as horrible torture as 
could be conceived of by their captors. 

Neither the captain nor the lieutenant spoke much, for each one 
seemed to be wrapped in his own meditations. There was abso- 
lately nothing for them to do but wait for a change, for the better 
or worse as the case might be. Suddenly both men raised their 
heads. Far down the stone corridors could be heard the steady 
tramp of a squad of soldiers as they approached nearer and nearer 
to the cell, situated, as it was, in the extreme left wing of the 
castle. The guard halted presently before the door. The key 
rattled in the old lock and then the heavy iron door creaked and 
swung back upon its rusty hinges. 

The officer in command simply motioned the Americans to rise 

* Copyright, 1902, by The Shortstory Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
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and fall into line. Then, without further words, they marched 
back through the dark, moist passages and up long winding stair- 
ways until they reached the apartments of the brigand chieftain, 
quite richly furnished, as they were, with barbaric splendor and 
American trophies taken by the guerilla bangs. 

Here was the man whose heartless cruelty had made his name a 
terror throughout the islands. He resembled a small-sized negro, 
dressed in white and wearing side arms, except, perhaps, for a 
crafty look about his treacherous black eyes and a cruel smile 
which played around his thick lips, the marks of the cold-blooded 
villain. 

The chieftain was speaking to one of his attendants, who imme- 
diately interpreted to the American officers: “ The captain gives 
the noble sefiors the best greetings of the day and says that after 
he has provided the Americanos with a little entertainment, which 
he has prepared for them in the courtyard, he will be pleased to 
dine with the reverend seiiors, if they will condescend to his hum- 
ble fare.” Then the Filipino captain, after addressing a few more 
words to the officer of the guard, bade them a kind farewell. 

The guard led them below into what was not a courtyard but 
an alleyway between two stone walls. The path between the 
walls was about four feet wide and a hundred feet in length. At 
one end of the passage was a large iron shield; at the other was 
the muzzle of a Spanish field piece, glistening in the sun’s rays. 
The American officers needed no explanation from the interpreter, 
who told them that if they could cover the distance between 
the cannon and the shield before the time-fuse was burned, they 
might eat the elaborate dinner which his noble captain prepared. 
If they failed in swiftness, well —it would be better to imagine 
the result. 

Above them there was a little platform, built out from the castle 
wall, upon which, still coolly smiling, sat the same treacherous 
black devil who had just invited them to dine with him. The 
blood of the fiery young lieutenant fairly boiled, but the older 
man was very calm; he knew that he would die in the attempt 
because he was too heavy to run fast, and therefore preferred to 
spend his last moments otherwise than in useless anger. 

The interpreter bade them make ready, and informed the captain 
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that as age should have precedence, he, the captain, should, there- 
fore, make the first attempt. The brigands well knew that the 
captain could not run fast enough to escape the awful death await- 
ing him, and that the lieutenant would undoubtedly slip on the 
bloody pavement. The words of the two American officers were 
few. Imminent danger inspires a man’s thoughts rather than his 
tongue. A hearty handshake, a word of encouragement and a 
parting farewell were all that passed between the two friends. 

Everything was ready. The gunner had lighted the fuse and 
immediately the captain was pushed from behind the shield. See- 
onds lengthened into hours. Suddenly there was a roar, and the 
grape-shot rattled against the protecting shield. Outside every- 
thing was covered with the remains of the brave captain; the 
walls were dripping with his life-blood. Above, the guerilla chief, 
in his white ducks, was still smiling and calmly smoking his 
dainty little cigarette. He was telling the interpreter that the 
captain was by far too fat and that he thought the lieutenant 
would make a much prettier race. 

The gunner reloads his cannon and times the fuse. He lights 
it. The guards shove the lieutenant forward. Four months before 
he had run a race at West Point, but what a difference between 
the crowd of merry cadets with their waving banners and the 
stones, red with blood, over which he must now win the course or 
die. His feet slip on the pieces of mangled flesh. His muscles 
move, oh! so slowly. The fuse is burning and burning, its glow- 
ing end coming closer and closer to the priming in the vent. There 
is only a few feet between the runner and the black mouth of the 
cannon. There is but a fraction of the fuse remaining. One — 
two more strides, and he leaps high above the shining brass just as 
it belches forth its murderous flame. 

Safe, but panting, he lights upon the parapet beside the amazed 
gunner. He does not trust the brigands further, nor does he wait 
to accept the chieftain’s invitation to dinner, but continues his 
mad course till he reaches the safety of the American lines. 
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Eliza.* 


BY MARY AND ROSALIE DAWSON, 


JHE way train, which had been speeding out of 
town at the rate of twelve miles an hour, 
came suddenly to a standstill with a violent re- 
coil in crossing a country lane, and Revere, 
shaken out of his reverie, threw up the car win- 
dow, quite prepared for a panorama of dismem- 


bered bodies. 
But, as the view from the window revealed only an impassive 
stretch of green, without so much as one detached arm or leg, he 
settled back immediately to the consideration of a more important 
question. 
SHE was a friend and neighbor of the Pottertons. There was a 
fairish chance that she might be seen at their house, since an invi- 
tation to see her at her own home had not been forthcoming. That 
ten minutes’ tiff at the seashore where they met had not in the 
least detracted from her charm, though it had entirely demolished 
his welcome, and he would do much to be near her for a week — 
endure the Pottertons, even, fo. that length of time. 
He was aroused again from his speculations a moment or two 
later by a perturbation at the end of the car. Glancing up, he 
found the neurotic little conductor in excited conference with pas- 
sengers near the door. 
A number of them were turning in their seats and pointing to 
something or some one down the aisle. It seemed to the young 
man that he himself was being indicated, and he caught the words, 
“tall, slimmish young fellow in the gray suit,” a description, albeit 
imperfect, of himself. 
A moment later the little conductor whizzed up to him. 
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20 ELIZA. 


“ T beg pardon, Mister,” he said, lowering his voice to a whisper, 
“but you have a bag there which looks as if it might have a musi- 
cal instrument in it.” 

“ Why, yes.” the young fellow answered in astonishment. “ My 
banjo.” 

“A banjo! That’s lucky! What toons can you play? Can 
you play Yankee Doodle’ ?” 

“Jehoshaphat! Why, yes, I guess so, if worse came to the 
worst: But what in the name of patience —” 

“ Then you’re the man we want, and we want you the worst in 
the world. This way, sir, please, and as quick as you. can, if you 
don’t mind. We can’t move the car an inch till she hears ‘ Yankee 
Doodle.’” 

“But what —” 

“It’s the only thing that will start her up. We've tried every- 
thing else. Pushing, pulling, everything. She sticks on the 
tracks like a coal wreck. I wouldn’t bother you, but we’re five 
minutes late already. You'll be doing all hands a great kindness 
if you'll come along and grind out a good lively * Yankee Doodle.’ ”’ 

Revere caught up his banjo case and hurried after the official, 
wondering, as he went, which of them had gone insane and 
whether the attack would prove to be a permanent softening of 
the brain, or merely a temporary aberration, 

A number of passengers had left the car. They were gathered 
en masse around the portion of the grade crossing which intersected 
the lane. As he sprang down, banjo case in hand, the crowd 
caught sight of him, and gave him a couple of cheers. 

“ Now, then! Here comes Orpheus and his loot,” cried a voice 
in the crowd. “Step lively, Orph, you’re wanted.” 

For a moment the young man stared about him with ever- 
increasing fears for his own mental condition. Little by little a 
light broke in upon his brain. 

A few yards only of track lay between the engine and the grade 
crossing. Squarely in the middle of the track at the crossing 
stood the obstruction, in full view. It was a small, antiquated 
pony phaeton drawn by — or rather attached to—a rotund white 
mare. 

The animal was neither standing, the usual and approved atti- 


ia 
‘ 
q 
' 
é 
Be 
4 
7 
q 
q 
a 
4 
a 
4 
i 
Bs 
Aa 


ELIZA. 21 


tude of her kind, nor prostrate, as will sometimes happen by acci- 
dent in the best-regulated rigs! She was sitting upon her glossy 
haunches, a calm, almost b/asé, expression in her brown-green 
eyes. Beneath the expression of incipient ennui, the careful ob- 
server could detect a certain resolve, or obstinacy. Her fore feet, 
with their trim, slim fetlocks, were firmly braced against the rails. 

The carriage was occupied by two women. One of them, a 
stout, elderly maiden-aunt-like person, engaged in making voluble 
explanations to a delighted crowd. The other, a Girl in White 
who leaned back among the cushions and laughed, in evident en- 
joyment of the situation. 

At sight of the girl, Revere drew back with a little ery of aston- 
ishment under his breath. Then he ran forward, lifting his hat. 

“ Why, Miss Perry! I’m tremendously sorry to find you — ahem 
— delayed in this way. What is the trouble? Can I be of assist- 
ance ?” 

The pleasure which exuded from the young man’s face was not 
reflected in that of the girl. She stopped laughing, drew herself 
up from the cushions and yielded him three slender fingers, which 
he was allowed to hold for a fraction of a second, after which they 
were immediately withdrawn. 

** How do you do, Mr. Revere?” she said. “I'd no idea you 
were in this part of the country. No, so far as I am concerned, you 
can be of no assistance, I think. If the train people want to try 
any experiments, of course they are welcome to do it for the sake 
of getting the train in motion. Aunt Milly,” she added, turning 
to her companion. “You have heard me speak of Mr. Revere. 
My aunt, Miss Blithe, Mr. Revere.” 

Miss Milly grasped his hand with a warmth which was in strik- 
ing contrast to the chilly demeanor of her niece. “So glad to 
make your acquaintance, Mr. Weaver. Though I must say the 
circumstances are not those I would generally like to meet people 
under. Such an embarrassing position. I wouldn’t have had it 
happen for the world. I never thought of Eliza behaving this way 
on a railroad or I should have been afraid to drive her. You see, 
Eliza has not sat down in years now, and we thought she’d quite 
forgotten it. She is an old circus horse, as you may imagine, 
though I’d no idea of that when I bought her. It isn’t Eliza’s 
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fault, really. She thinks she’s doing perfectly right, you know. 
They taught her to sit down at the circus, and not. to get up till 
she heard * Yankee Doodle,’ and she never will get up until she 
hearsit. You can pull, or push, or whip her, anything. These poor 
men have tried everything to move her now, but she won't budge, 
except to that tune. When I first bought her she sat down all the 
time —so often that my niece positively refused to drive with me. 
I myself never drove out without a mouth organ under the seat 
there with the hitching strap, so that I could start her up whenever 
she became obstinate. But of late she never thinks of doing it and 
the coachman’s children have carried off the mouth organ, leaving 
me helpless, though I must say I would have let them have itif they 
had asked me, as I never thought I should have to use it again, and 
they are really dear children, and a comfort to their mother, who 
was my former maid Susan.” 

“ Lady,” cried the conductor elbowing up. “ We are ten min- 
utes late, now!” 

“Ten minutes late. How sorry I am! But, as I was just tell- 
ing our friend Mr. Weaver here, this would never have happened 
if the coachman’s children had not thoughtlessly removed thie 
mouth organ from the place where I always keep it under the seat. 
It is most unfortunate in every way that Eliza should relapse just 
now, when she has not sat down in years. Things always do 
happen that way, though. I remember how it was the day poor 
Marion married. The house was crowded with guests and every 
one of the family had his hands full, so of course the pipes burst 
and flooded the kitchen, putting out the kitchen fire in the range 
and delaying the wedding breakfast — the cooking of it, at least. 
And then, after the ceremony, we had a thunderstorm and the 
lightning set fire to the barn, and an old tree that had weak roots 
was blown down and struck the house. And the groom had to 
turn out and help extinguish the barn, so that they couldn’t go on 
their tour till the next day. It was just like Eliza remembering 
about sitting down this morning when I am on my way to the sta- 
tion to take the train to the city to see my old friend Amelia 
Lewes, intending to let my niece drive the phaeton home. But 
now I shall be afraid to let Barbara return alone, and Amelia 
Lewes leaves the city for California at one o’clock and I would give 
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the world to see her as I may never see her again for years, as she 
may stay out there for her husband’s health, which is ina bad way 
through the weakness of his lungs, I believe —at least, the cough 
seems to point that way —” 

“Tam only going around the curve to the station,” Revere sug- 
gested. .“*I am en route for the Pottertons. It would give me 
great pleasure to see your niece safely home.” 

He spoke in the most casually polite of tones, but a malicious 
something lurked in the eyes that looked at Miss Milly for an 
answer, and resolutely ignored Miss Milly’s niece. 

“ There is no need in the world of any one accompanying me,” 
said the young lady with great decision. ‘Eliza would not hurt 
a fly. I really prefer driving alone.” 

“That is like you, Barbara. You are always so brave,” cried 
Miss Milly. ‘But remember, love, that I am older and more ner- 
vous. I wouldn’t have a moment’s peace, if I knew you were 
alone with Eliza now she is behaving this way. I wouldn’t enjoy 
seeing Amelia, or anything, though I must say it is hardly an 
occasion to speak of enjoying yourself when you are saying good- 
by to one of your oldest friends, maybe for years, and knowing 
that she may be a widow when you do see her again, if you do. 
Still, I should be comfortable, at least, if I knew you had a man 
to protect you on the way home, and since Mr. Weaver so kindly 
offers, I accept for you, Barbara, and I insist on your availing your- 
self of his kindness.” 

“ You are perfectly right, Miss Blithe. It would not be safe, to 
say the least, for Miss Perry to attempt to return home alone. And, 
far from inconveniencing me, it would be a great pleasure,” urged 
the young man. He seated himself on a fallen tree trunk and 
stripped the cover from his banjo, keeping his eyes fixed on a por- 
tion of the landscape where, because of the angle of vision, it was 
impossible for them to encounter the eyes of Miss Milly’s niece. 

The young lady continued her protests, which were promptly 
drowned by a torrent of insistence from her aunt. 

A moment later, a particularly vivacious ‘“ Yankee Doodle” en- 
livened the somnolent country atmosphere. Something in the 
exultant strains of the melody caused Miss Barbara to gather her 
pretty brows. 
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Eliza, however, was unfeignedly pleased. At the first notes her 

ears twitched, assuming an upright attitude suggestive of earnest 

attention. At “ Along with Captain Goodwin,” she turned her 

head and regarded the player with what appeared to be unquali- 

fied approval. Slowly gathering her forces together, she rose in a 

dignified manner at the first chorus, and drew the phaeton lightly 

from the track. 

The spectators cheered. The train men shouted a warning 

* All aboard!” a general scramble for seats ensued and Miss 

Milly had just time enough to ensconce the new protector in the 

seat she herself had vacated before being assisted to the platform 

of the car. 

When the iast car of the six had rounded the curve and become 

lost to view, with Miss Milly’s handkerchief fluttering like a white 

moth from one of the rear windows, Miss Perry gathered the 
reins. 

* Do you mean,” she said, addressing the empty air directly in 
front of the phaeton, “that you will continue to force yourself 
upon me the entire distance home ?” =: 

“I promised Miss Blithe to take you home in safety, and of 
course I mean to fulfil my promise,” returned the empty air ina 
tone that was provokingly good-humored and content. 

“But my aunt is gone now with a perfectly easy mind. A 
child of two could drive Eliza. Nothing could possibly happen to 
me and I really prefer going alone.” 

“I couldn’t reconcile it with my conscience. You might meet 
with some accident, and then how could I face Miss Blithe? One 
never knows what will happen —especially in driving ex-cireus 
horses. Had you one idea in a thousand when you drove Eliza 
out this morning that she would sit down on a railroad track in 
front of a train? I don’t believe you had. You don’t know a bit 
more about what she will do next.” 

“If you are determined to be so horrid, the best thing I can do 
is to get home as soon as possible,” remarked the young lady, as 
she tapped Eliza into a brisk trot. 

For some moments they drove on in silence. When the voice 
came again from the left hand of the phaeton, it had undergone a 
change. It was positively humble. 
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“Please don’t be so hard on me,” it pleaded. ‘“ The tempta- 
tion was really too much —a whole ride with you when I’d been 
trying for weeks to see you, and couldn’t. I had come down with 
the hope of seeing you at the Pottertons, and then, finding you 
there with this vacant seat, and Eliza — misbehaving — and your 
aunt nervous, it was more than a man could withstand. St. An- 
thony’s trials were nothing to it.” 

‘As the whip-hand side had nothing apparently to add to the 
conversation, the left hand resumed: 

“You don’t know how sorry I was about that affair at the 
shore, and how I suffered after I cooled down, I admit it was all 
my fault, and I wrote to you begging you to forgive me. But 
you sent the letter back unopened. Isn’t there something I can 
do to win back your good opinion? I’d do anything you say, no 
matter what.” 

“You might get out of the carriage and allow me to go on 
alone. I should really appreciate that,” said the whip hand with 
instant readiness. 

Whatever the left hand intended to say in reply went unsaid, 
for, at this point, the phaeton suddenly shot forward, half unseat- 
ing the occupants, and rendering them temporarily speechless. 
For a moment it wavered, then slowly righted itself, and remained 
motionless. Eliza was sitting down again. 

Revere fell back upon the seat and howled. The situation soon 
proved too much for his companion, also. They laughed to- 
gether until Eliza cocked her ears in astonishment at this unseemly 
mirth. 

“Good old Eliza!” cried the young man when he had partially 
recovered. “She knows a thing or two. She won’t budge a step 
until I play ‘ Yankee Doodle,’ and I swear I will never play a note 
of it until you invite me to accompany you the rest of the way.” 

“ You won’t take a mean advantage like that, surely?” 

“ Won’t I though?” 

“ But that is most unfair.” 

* All is fair in war and — ” 

“ Please play,” she interrupted quickly. 

“Nota note. Are you going to invite me?” 

“Tam not. I shall start Eliza without your help.” 
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The attempt to set Eliza in motion by alternate kindness and 
discipline was a failure. Eliza remained placidly indifferent to 
either argument. Even a carrot, surreptitiously obtained by her 
mistress from a vegetable garden on one side of the way, failed 
to tempt her from her position. And Eliza had a weakness for 
carrots. 

At the end of fifteen minutes Miss Barbara returned to her seat, 
exhausted in resources and patience. 

“T suppose I must accede to your unjust demands,” she said. 
“ Or I shall be here permanently.” 

“Do you invite me of your own free will to accompany you 
home ?” 

* Yes, I suppose so.” 

* Cordially ?” 

* You never said it must be cordial,” she protested. 

“Tt must certainly be cordial,” he responded firmly. 

“Well. Cordially, then.” 

“I am entirely at your service,” he answered, opening the banjo 
case. 

Five minutes afterwards a rotund white mare jogged easily along 
a charming country lane drawing a phaeton which contained a man 
who laughed and a girl who protested, albeit not wrathfully, that 
something or other was a mean advantage and detestably unfair. 


7 
aes 
re q a 
} 
4 
—~ 
‘ 
i 
4 
a 
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BY RENE BACHE. 


WHE feelings with which I accepted Worthington’s 
4 invitation were strangely mingled. He had de- 
clared himself unalterably my enemy, for no 
other reason than that I had won the woman he 
wanted to marry. She was absent from my side, 
at the sickbed of her father, and, being made 
aware of the situation, he asked me to come and spend a week at 
his house. He suggested that the visit might make the enforced 
absence of my wife more endurable, and the tone of his letter in a 
general way seemed to indicate that he desired to renew the friend- 
ship which had formerly existed between us. 

Considering the fact that not more than six months had elapsed 
since he vowed toward me such bitter enmity, I was surprised at 
the cordiality of the communication. My intimacy with Worth- 
ington before my marriage had been close, and I had formed the 


notion that he was a person singularly tenacious of an idea once 
formed —in a word, that he would cling like death to a decision, 
whether wrong or right. That he would ever -forgive me for the 
“injury” I had done him in marrying the girl he wanted — he 
used that term at the time, I remember — I did not imagine. But 
I had always liked him exceedingly, up to the period of our ri- 
valry, and it was a matter of course that I should be glad to “make 
it up” with him. Indeed, it was owing chiefly to this desire on 
my part that I decided to visit him at his country house, which 
he called in humor the Moated Grange, perhaps because there was 
neither farm nor ditch connected with the estate. 

The absurdity of the name was accentuated by the extremely 
modern aspect of the dwelling, which was constructed in accord- 
ance with Worthington’s own peculiar notions. It was of very 
moderate size, but provided with every possible end-of-the-century 
improvement. Domestic architecture, indeed, was always a fad of 
his, and I well remember that as a schoolboy he used to make 
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plans on his slate for the house he was going to build when he 
grew to be aman. Another notion of his was that he would have 
two small silver bars of appropriate shape and size to cool his tea — 
a beverage of which he was inordinately fond. That metal having 
a property of absorbing heat, he would use the bars alternately in 
his cup at meals. I may mention that the first thing I noticed on 
sitting down at table with him, immediately after my arrival at 
the Moated Grange, was two such silver bars which he used for 
his tea. He was a man who seldem, if ever, relinquished an idea. 

There was something about his manner that struck me as odd. 
While cordial, it seemed to me a bit forced, though maybe the 
notion was imaginary on my part, inasmuch as I was feeling out of 
sorts myself. He was decidedly gay at dinner, talked more than 
was his wont, while I contented myself with listening, and he drank 
a little more wine than was good for him. When he showed me 
to my bedroom — I chose to retire early, being wearied by my rail- 
way journey —he had some joking remarks to make about the 
peculiarities of the apartment, which was entered oddly enough, 
by a flight of six steps leading down from the landing. That is to 
say, on crossing the threshold, one descended these six steps to the 
floor of the chamber. I thought it a strange mode of architectural 
construction, but, having had long experience of Worthington’s 
eccentricities, it did not occur to me to wonder, knowing that he 
had built the house on his own plans. He had only finished it 
within a couple of months, by the way, and he told me that I was 
the first person to occupy it. 

* You will find it very comfortable,” he said, chuckling to him- 
self as if over some jocular idea of his own which he did not see 
fit to communicate. “It is something quite original in the way of 
a bedroom, I flatter myself — built after a whim of my own, you 
know. Sleep tight, old man. If you want to light up in the 
night, just touch the button at the head of your couch.” 

He chuckled again as he left the room, and I found myself spec- 
ulating as to the cause of his amusement while I undressed myself. 
In three minutes I was in bed, and, in no time at all, fast asleep. 

I do not know what it was that roused me, but some hours later 
1 became suddenly wide awake. Maybe it was a certain peculiar 
sensation of chill in the air that disturbed my slumber. I pulled 
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the heavy blankets closer round me sit was late in November — 
and tried to go to sleep again. But it was of no use; my eyelids 
would not stay closed, and I began to think and think in an annoy- 
ingly persistent way, while gazing absently at a spot of flickering 
light on the ceiling. 

The spot had a curious sort of tremulousness, and presently it 
occurred to me to wonder where it came from and what was the . 
cause of its flickering. It looked like a patch made by a moon- 
beam, but I did not see where the latter entered. For some time 
it amused me to speculate on the nature of the phenomenon, but 
my surmises did not lead me to any satisfactory conclusion. I 
gave it up at length and turned over, with the intention of wooing 
reluctant repose, when, being nearer to the edge of the bed than I 
had supposed, my right arm fell outside. It plunged up to the 
elbow into ice-cold water. 

I was extremely startled and even alarmed. Hastily leaning 
over toward the other side of my couch, I stretched out my arm 
again. It was no illusion. The bed was surrounded by water up 
to the height of the mattress, or nearly so. 

I lay back and tried to think. On what conceivable theory 
could such a condition of affairs be accounted for? Who ever 
heard of a bedroom, in the second story of a dwelling-house, 
flooded in such a manner? And the water was unquestionably 
rising ; already I felt the mattress beneath me growing wet. 

Just then I remembered what Worthington had said about 
touching the button at the head of the bed in case I wanted light. 
I groped anxiously for the knob, pressed it and pressed it again, 
but no illumination followed. Then I remembered having noticed, 
when I retired, two knobs, one above the other. I groped again, 
touched the upper one this time — the lower one was for shutting 
off the electricity —and instantly the room was flooded with light 
from eight or ten Edison bulbs which were attached to a pair of 
chandeliers overhead. 

The sight which met my gaze was by no means reassuring. As 
I had supposed, the entire room was flooded with water, which was 
already nearly high enough to overflow the bed. It was up to the 
third drawer of the dressing table, and three or four chairs were 
floating about. I cannot imagine a more extraordinary scene. 
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Encouraged to action now that my surroundings were made vis- 
ible, I jumped out of bed into the icy water, and, nearly frozen by 
its chill, waded to the door, ascending the six steps to reach it. I 
found it locked, evidently from the outside. Surely, it was very 
strange. I shook the door with all my might, but it did not budge. 
Standing on the threshold, at the top of the flight, I was some dis- 
tance above the level of the water, but it was not a point of van- 
tage from which to force the lock. 

By this time I had begun to be really frightened. I called out 
repeatedly at the top of my lungs, but my voice died away without 
eliciting any response. Something cold seemed to take a grip on 
my heart, and, looking down, I saw that the water was over the 
bed. It was evidently rising fast. 

Summoning my courage, I descended the six steps and waded 
across the room to the windows, which, I then noticed for the first 
time, were at an extraordinary height from the floor. There were 
two of them and I tried them in succession; but I could hardly 
reach them, having nothing to stand upon, and it was obvious that 
the shutters were securely barred, though the sashes were lowered 
from the top as if for ventilation. Some minutes of frantic effort 
convinced me that there was nothing to be accomplished. 

It was now for the first time that a suggestion of foul play came 
into my mind. The idea struck me like a thunderbolt; it was in- 
deed the only conceivable explanation of the situation. Worth- 
ington, who had sworn eternal enmity toward me, had not forgot- 
ten his vow. I was at the mercy of a madman. Pretending to 
repent his hostility, he had invited me to his house for the purpose 
of destroying me by a method frightful in its originality. He 
might easily have murdered me in some other way, but, having 
resolved upon the deed, it was characteristic of him to select a 
method wholly novel and hitherto unthought of. I was to die by 
drowning, and as slowly as possible. How well I understood now 
the significance of that chuckle of his as he had left me a few hours 
earlier. “Built after a whim of my own,” he had said, speaking 
of the bedroom assigned to my occupancy. Why, it was into a 
trap, constructed expressly to capture myself, that I had fallen. 
Half mad with fear and rage, I made my way to the steps again, 
the water up to my waist, and, trembling with cold, climbed out 
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upon the top step. Then beating the panels with my fists, I yelled 
and screamed in my despair, alternately cursing my treacherous 
host and calling upon him to have mercy and spare my life. 

I suppose this must have continued for five minutes or so, 
though it seemed hours to me, when I thought I heard a noise out- 
side the door and listened. It was a man’s footstep, and as it ap- 
proached I recognized it as Worthington’s. 

“ What's the matter, old man?” he said. “ Got a nightmare?” 

“Have mercy, Worthington,” I cried. “For God’s sake have 
mercy !” 

“It’s a nightmare, sure enough,” I heard him mutter. “ He’s 
walking in his sleep.” 

“ Open the door!” I wailed. 

“ How can I open it?” he replied. ‘The catch is on the inside, 
just above the knob. Press it back with your thumb.” 

With trembling fingers I obeyed him ; the door, released by the 
spring-catch —one of Worthington’s freaks of ingenuity — flew 
open, and I fell outward, half-fainting. He caught me in his arms. 

“Why, what’s the mat—?” he began, when, as he gazed down 
into the brilliantly lighted room, an expression of the utmost as- 
tonishment came over his face. Then he began to swear with 
much elaborateness and emphasis. 

The situation began in some measure to dawn upon me, as he 
ran back to his own room and, returning with a pocket-flask, 
poured half of its contents down my throat. The fiery stuff nearly 
choked me. 

“You didn’t mean to murder me, then?” I said, as soon as I 
could regain my breath. 

“ Murder you!” he echoed. “Ha,ha! Ha, ha,ha!” I thought 
he would have a fit with laughing. Then he began to apologize 
with the utmost humbleness, saying that he could never make 
adequate amends for the unfortunate accident that had occurred. 
He still feared that I might have pneumonia in consequence of the 
exposure to which I had been subjected. After wrapping me in 
warm blankets, putting my feet in a tub of hot water, and making 
me swallow the rest of the whiskey, he explained in a few words 
what had happened. 

“In putting up this house,” he said, “ my notion was to build it 
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around a bathroom. That was my bathroom which you occupied 
to-night. I have two or three other tubs for winter use, but for 
summer I wanted a tank that my guests and I could swim in. In 
winter, according to my idea, it was to be converted into a bed- 
room, thus providing an extra chamber for guests. To shut off 
the water, carpet the floor, and put in the necessary furniture was 
simple enough. I confess that I thought it rather a clever notion. 
You will have noticed that the walls are tiled, and you will now 
understand the peculiar construction of the apartment, the steps 
leading down into it, and the height of the windows. The ar- 
rangements are such that the water cannot rise higher than five 
feet, so that you could not have been drowned, though you would 
certainly have been frozen to death had your cries for help not 
awakened me. I can never forgive myself for the misfortune that 
has occurred. In some way, which I will find out about in the 
morning, the valve shutting off the water must have opened, flood- 
ing the room. There is only one thing I cannot understand, and 
that is why you should have jumped to the conclusion that I had 
designs upon your life.” 

“ You swore everlasting enmity, you know, Dick,” I said, weakly. 

He laughed long and loud, like his old self. * I meant it, too,” 
he replied. ‘But changed circumstances have caused me to for- 
give the outrage you committed in cutting me out with a certain 
young lady. I am now engaged to be married to Miss Evelyn 
Goldthwaite, whom I believe you know.” 

“TI do indeed, Dick,” I said. “She’s a charming girl, and I 
wish you all the happiness you deserve.” 

That is all of the story. I suffered nothing from my extraordi- 
nary adventure beyond a bad cold in the head. It is hardly worth 
mentioning, but I may as well explain that the curious flickering 
light which I saw on the ceiling on that memorable night was 
merely a moonbeam that entered through the upper part of one 
of the window-shutters and was reflected by the water. 
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Out of Court.* 


BY VIRGINIA YEAMAN REMNITZ. 


S Lem entered the house the desolation of it 
simply appalled him. He had supposed that 
friends would soften this home coming; that 


Rose Temple would manage, somehow, to dispel 
the gloom. But there had been no one at the 
station to meet him save Jim, the farm-hand, who 


brought the horse and wagon. 

And now Jim came into the hall and stood furtively shuffling 
his feet. He found it hard to say what he had on his mind, 
especially since this gaunt, strange-eyed man, who started when 
a body spoke to him, scarcely seemed like the vigorous young 
master who had gone away in the early spring. 

But the strain of silence became at last more difficult than 
speech and the farm-hand muttered : 

“T’m goin’ now.” 

“Going where ?” 

Lemuel Bassett turned suddenly as he spoke. His voice was 
harsh, and his haggard face loomed white in the dusk. 

Jim backed hastily away toward the door. He looked scared. 

“ Goin’ away from here!” And with that he actually ran out 
of the house and down the gravel path. 

Lem stood glowering after the deserter in silence. Then he 


glanced about the hall slowly. 


* Copyright, 1902, by The Shortstory Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
* The writer of this story received a cash prize of $125 in Ta® Brack Car story con- 
test ending February 26, 1902. 


— 
— 
d 
— 
4 
§ 
4 
j 
i 
— 
q 
\ 4 
4 
| 
4 
= 
» 


$e 


84 OUT OF COURT. 


Everything had a neglected look. It was clear that no woman 
had been there to brighten and arrange the place for him. 

The door into the living-room stood open. And Lem saw that 
the chair which had been overturned when he sprang up to meet 
the constables still lay forlornly on its side, with its cushion fallen 
to the floor. 

And the silence! He had not realized it would be so still with- 
out his father. The whole thing was like a dream —a very evil 
dream. 

Still, he was free. Ashe stood there he remembered the moment 
of acquittal—the brief phrase of the foreman which had _ re- 
leased him from a spell of unimaginable horror. He remembered 
the feel of the air, the sunshine. And he also remembered what 
at the time he scarcely noted —the silence of the crowd in the 
court room, the failure of any one to come forward and take him 
by the hand. 

Lem walked slowly into the living-room and picked up the over- 
turned chair. It was the one his father had always used, and at 
this simple act the sense of his loss, the memory of how it had 
come, rose suddenly up to confront him. He sank down on the 
faded old cushion he had just replaeed and there, with head 
dropped low, sat huddled forlornly, no sign of life in his frame 
save its heavy breathing, and only the reflection of dark thoughts 
on his face. 

But that was not for long. The man stirred and straightened 
himself. Moods such as these must be driven away — Lem realized 
the danger of them. They were relics of the interminable months 
he had spent in confinement and suspense — shackles from which 
no decree of court could free him. 

“I’m not the man I was,” he refleeted, “ but hard work and 
fresh air will soon set me up again. If there was only anybody to 
speak to — if Rose had come — ” 

Rose, at summons of the thought, came in such manner as women 
must to the men who love them. 

She was small and quick, an impulsive, passionately loyal bit 
of humanity. Occasionally her quick wit outstripped her warm 
heart, but always the flush of tenderness that followed more than 
compensated for the hasty word. 
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Lem’s scowl turned to a smile as he held her close to his thought. 
sut of a sudden the tangible man cried out for something more 
than this subtle inner possession. 

“Rose! Rose!” he groaned, “I thought I could depend upon 
you ! 

That was the first day. The next he went down to the village. 
No one had come to the farmhouse meantime, and Lem’s face was 
set as he entered the town and drew near the general store, which 
was also the post-office. 

A number of men were hanging about. They stopped talking 
as young Bassett drove up, and stared at him curiously. But, as 
he glanced them over, some averted their eyes. 

“ Hello, boys!’ 

Lem strode through them quickly, followed by a low murmur 
of response — the utterance of lenient souls. Some kept silence, 


. 


and wondered whether he noted it. 

But among those in the store was one to whom the young 
farmer, despite all, hastened with outstretched hand. 

The man fell to tearing open a paper. 


“How are you, Lem?” he said, running his eye down the 
printed columns. 

Lem drove homewards rapidly. The whirl of dust he raised 
was in harmony with his whirling, clouded thought. 

It was unthinkable, unbelievable, yet it must be true. There 
was no other explanation of his reception by these lifetime neigh- 
bors and friends but this—they believed him guilty! They be 
lieved that he, who had always been one of the most respected and, 
despite his quick temper, one of the best liked men in the com- 
munity, had murdered the good old father with whom he lived, 
the only living soul to whom he was bound by ties of close kinship, 
the one companion of his daily home life. 

Did Rose Temple believe this of him? She had made no sign, 
but her family might prevent that. Lem whipped up the horse. 
He had expected Rose to send him some word —it would have 
been like her to come. 

There was a cloud of dust ahead and a buggy moving through 
it towards Lem. He scarcely heeded it until time to turn out; 
then he looked up and into the face of Rose Temple. 
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The girl was with her father. At touch of Lem’s eyes she 
turned crimson and her own grew large and piteous, while her 
lips quivered, as over half-formed words. But her father struck 
his horse with the whip and the buggy flew by. 

Had she rebuffed him? Had she tried to speak? Lem did not 
know. His head swam, his thoughts groped in a cloud. Her 
father had lashed the horse on. Perhaps the girl was not acting 
of her own volition. 

He went into the house half blindly. It was hot and close. 
The sun streamed in through the unsheltered windows and, despite 
the one redeeming fact of cleanliness, everything looked forlorn 
and forbidding. 

As on the day before, Lem sat down in his father’s armchair and 
let his head drop low on his breast. There was a great deal to do 
on the farm, but it scarcely seemed to matter. He must try to 
think it all out clearly. 

The terrible deed itself, as it chanced, was all too easy to pict- 
ure, and the constant mental rehearsal of it had become a habit 
with him. But there seemed to be no clue to the perpetrator. 

Yet, because suspicion could be fastened upon no else, must he 
live on under its horrible shadow ? 

When Lem came out of his dark reverie an hour had passed, and 
again he reflected that this habit must be shaken off. If he had 
but some companionship, it would be easier. 

For some weeks after that first appearance in the village young 
Lemuel Bassett continued to come and go, greeting those who 
greeted him, but seldom speaking, save when necessary. 

By degrees, however, his appearance became less and less fre- 
quent. And one day the postmaster observed to Bill Saunders 
that Lem Bassett hadn’t called for his mail in two weeks, and that 
several copies of the County Recorder were waiting for him. 

Thereupon Bill, whose farm adjoined that of the recluse, volun- 
teered to play carrier, and an hour later Lem, himself unseen, 
watched Bill draw his horses up and thrust the papers into the 
box on top of the gate. 

Simple as was the act, it gave the solitary man a pleasant sense 
of surprise. It was a touch of comradeship, a token of considera- 
tion from at least one fellow-creature. 
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“ You can never tell about people,” he said to himself. “ Ever 
‘since old man Saunders went daft over that boundary quarrel I 
thought Bill felt ugly toward us. And here he is putting himself 
out for me!” 

In fact, the little service took on a very lovely aspect. When- 
ever Lem felt his friendless state too keenly he would picture to 
himself Bill Saunders drawing his team up at the gate and leaning 
over to deliver the mail. 

Not long afterwards Bill found, tucked inside the box, an order 
upon the general store for various necessaries. 

“T guess that means Lem’s going to keep himself at home,” he 
thought and thereupon felt something astir within his big, warm 
heart. And the next morning, when he stopped at the Bassett 
gate, he dismounted and went up the gravel walk to the porch 
laden with parcels. 

At the door he hesitated. A sudden shyness came upon him. 
He raised his hand to knock, but dropped it again. Then, putting 
the bundles down on a bench, he hurried away. 

A few days later, however, a loud rapping at the front door 
startled Lem. He was in the kitchen, eating his dinner. He 
stopped short and listened. 

It came again. Lem’s heart seemed to knock as loud. Then 
the visitor tried the door, opened it, and took a step within. 

Lem leaped suddenly to his feet. He stood staring, like a man 
at bay ; then a strange look came to his face —a cunning, hunted 
look. He turned quietly, stole out of the back door and, creeping 
along beside the house for a way, darted quickly into hiding be- 
hind a clump of bushes. 

When he thought of it afterwards he wondered at himself. 
Why had he hidden? Why had he not gone to the door? He 
frowned a little, and his face darkened with some faint fear as to 
the significance of his conduct. But, after all, it did not greatly 
matter. And perhaps he would not do it the next time. 

Nevertheless, he did. Returning from the stable one afternoon 
he saw the Widow Martin coming up the road. He slipped behind 
his bushes until she should go past; but she turned in at the gate. 
Then he crouched down on the ground and stayed there until her 
knocking ceased and she went away again. 
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It was the night of that day that he had his dream. As has 
been said, the whole scene of the awful event from which his 
troubles dated had become very vivid to him through constant im- 
aginative rehearsal. Now he rehearsed it while he slept —but 
with one difference. He himself was the chief actor! 

When he awoke he was dripping with the sweat of mortal fear 
and horror. And it was some time before he could realize that the 
experience had not been an actual one. 

The next morning he remembered his dream with a shudder, 
and all day it hung about the background of his thoughts. To- 
ward evening, however, it pressed itself forward — when it seemed 
yot so much the memory of a dream as the subconscious living 
over of an actual event. 

* This is bad,” said Lem to himself. And going out into the 
kitchen he dashed cold water over his face and head. Then he 
went and sat on the porch while the darkness deepened. 

“Tt will wear off my mind by degrees,” he muttered, watching 
the new moon as it brightened out of the west and hung shimmer- 
ing over a lake of fading golden light. 

A few minutes later he realized that his thoughts had changed. 

“T must have been in such a daze afterwards I didn’t remember 
about it,” they were arguing. ‘ Lord! I wish I never had remem- 
bered! I must have been crazy when I did it.” 

He caught himself up peremptorily. 

* |’ll stop this fool nonsense!” he exclaimed aloud. And there- 
upon fell to arguing it out in his own mind. 

“It was only a dream. I'll forget it to-morrow. 

“That was the way the memory of it came back. I remember 
the dream — but how I remember that the dream was true.” 

In his absorption over the strange problem Lem’s head had sunk, 
as was its wont now, low upon his breast, and the beauty of the 
dying day was forgotten. 

There was the lightest footfall on the gravel path; he did not 
hear it. It ceased, and a slender figure paused at the foot of the 
steps. 

“Lem! Oh, Lem!” 

The voice was just the simple utterance of a soul. It breathed 
out of the darkness like a spirit disembodied by sheer force of love 
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and pity and longing. And the crescent moon, hanging low now, 
paused at the rim of the world to see. 

Lem raised his head. He recognized the little slender figure. 
A flush of ecstacy ran through him. 

“Rose!” And he was swaying on his feet. » 

She stirred toward him. But suddenly he remembered; and 
one of his long arms shot out with a repellant gesture. 

“Go away!” he cried harshly. “I am guilty. I did it. Go 
away!” 

“She was scared,” he said a moment later, looking after the fly- 
ing form. ‘“ Poor little thing, she was scared.” 

At least, she was gone. And the young moon was gone also. 
It was quite dark. 

“Murder will out,” was Lem’s reflection as he went into the 
house. But it was quickly followed by another— one that came 
like a vision of terror. 

“They'll be after me again. I wonder whether they’ll come to- 
night.” 

He stood at the foot of the steps, looking back toward the door. 
His face was ghastly. He thought he had escaped that; he was 
safe, at least. 

“Safe! You’re safe, now, whatever happens.” The words 
came back to him vaguely. “ You can’t be tried for this again, 
you know.” 

When the lawyer told him that he had believed himself inno- 
cent, and the words made little impression. Now they brought a 
ray of light to his thought. | 

But it wasa ray dimmed by doubt. To Lem’s untrained mind 
the merciful provision seemed unreasonable — perhaps the lawyer 
had been mistaken ; perhaps his own memory was at fault. 

“I guess they could, if I told it myself. And if the law didn’t 
do it, maybe the people around here —” 

“T'll not let them doit! I'll not let them get me for that!” 

He muttered the words sullenly. Then came his inspiration. 
It was the opening of a door in a blank wall, and he ran upstairs 
almost like a boy. 

At the threshold of his father’s bedroom, however, he paused. 
He seldom went in there because of the scene for which that cham- 
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ber was the setting. But until the dream and the memory came 
to him he had entered it in sorrow, rather than in fear. 

When he opened the door he glanced quickly over at the bed — 
it was very white and very empty. 

He raised himself to tiptoe. 

“T came in just this way,” he murmured. 

For so the dream had it, and the memory that followed the 
dream. 

Suddenly Lem straightened himself. His distorted face fell into 
hard, sober lines. 

“Stop your fool nonsense,” he muttered. And going over to 
the clothes press he took an old revolver out of the top drawer. 

In his own room he cleaned, oiled and loaded the weapon. It 
had not been used for a long time, but it was evidently in working 
order. After all was done he slipped it into an inner pocket and 
went down stairs on to the porch again. 

When he heard them coming to take him, the little friend in his 
pocket would procure his freedom. 

Several times he pressed his hand over the revolver to assure 
himself it was there, and each time he touched it the sense of se- 
curity grew stronger within him. 

However, they did not come that night. And the next morning 
he went with the greatest caution about his necessary duties. The 
only fear he felt was that of being taken unaware, and his eyes 
were always on the go from side to side, while his hearing was like 
the hearing of a deer which flies the huntsman. 

A few days afterwards the sound of a wagon outside drew him, 
early in the afternoon, to the living room, the windows of which 
were carefully screened by closed shutters. From behind these he 
could see without being seen. 

It was Bill Saunders with the weekly paper. When Lem went 
out to get it, his glance stole up and down the road; his whole 
manner was furtive, alert. He would have run to cover at first 
sight or sound of human kind. 

Within the house he tore the paper-open eagerly. It might 
contain some mention of his confession; some hint of the state of 
mind into which it had thrown the neighborhood. 

But there was no allusion to it whatever. And the only item 
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of news which particularly interested him was that which recorded 
the death of old Mr. Saunders. 

“ Poor Bill! He’s had a hard row to hoe with his father gone 
daft these five years,” Lem brooded, his head sinking on his breast. 
“IT wonder he feels as kind to me as he does, since that old bound- 
ary quarrel did it.” 

That all belonged to the past, but it led to thoughts of the pres- 
ent situation. The memory of that clutched the man and pulled 
him roughly out of his abstraction. 

He couldn’t afford to sit there wool gathering. They might 
come at any time —they might be coming now. 

Perhaps some faint sound down the road had suggested the fear. 
As he rose to his feet he listened consciously and caught a distant, 
confused murmur of voices. 

It was a very strange feeling that came over him then; a feel- 
ing which few men ever experience. But the hunted animal 
knows it when the noise of the pack assails his ear. 

Like such an animal, he quivered where he stood. The instinct 
of flight came upon him, but reason tugged more strongly. And 
there was the little friend in his pocket. He clutched at it 
eagerly. 

The voices were louder. He went to the shuttered side window 
and looked out. 

What he saw was a crowd of people, men and boys, hurrying 
along the road. They were not far from the house now. Their 
voices were excited and loud; they were calling his name; they 
seemed in haste. Presently a couple of young fellows dashed 
ahead and raced together for the gate. 

Amid all his visions of dread there had been none which resem- 
bled this, none which sickened his heart. as did the reality. He 
had fancied the coming of silent, stern executioners. Despite all 
their aversion he could not have believed his neighbors would 
come thus eagerly — lightly even — for his taking. 

Something in the very awfulness, the utter sorrowfulness of his 
position strengthened and steadied him. Sometimes an experience 
of supreme tension acts upon the mind as a chemical may upon a 
cloudy solution, clarifying, and precipitating all impurities. And 
as young Lemuel Bassett stood looking out upon those shouting, 
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hurrying people, the black illusion which had followed his dream 
cleared from his mind. 

This inward change was subtly reflected in his bearing. It be- 
came firm, self-poised. And his hand, which had been clutched 
over the revolver, fell to his side. 

“T’ll not do it!” he ejaculated. “It’s a coward’s trick. I'll go 
clean, anyway.” 

They were very near now, calling, gesticulating. Lem straight- 
ened himself and turned from the window. He would meet them 
at the door. 

His face was colorless. But the light in his eye was clear and 
his head was well up. 

So fixed was his whole mind upon the one thought that he did 
not see the little figure which stood in the doorway between kitchen 
and living room. But the gasping of his name made him turn. 

Rose could scarcely speak, so fast had she run across lots to out- 
strip the others. But her whole person was love-illumined; her 
look clung to the man like a caress. 

For a moment he forgot the people without, he scarcely knew 
whether the girl were a vision or an actual presence. 

Then came the sound of running steps on the gravel. Every- 
thing became clear and real to his vibrant senses. 

“Rose! Rose!” he cried, “I am innocent. Believe me, Rose, 
and I can bear it!” 

The girl sprang toward him; she clasped the thin hands to- 
gether within her own and covered them with kisses. 

“ They all know it, Lem!” she sobbed. “ Bill’s father confessed 
when he was dying. It was that old quarrel — they are coming to 
tell you, Lem! They—” 

The door burst open, and she was pressed away from him. But 
amid all the confusion of greeting, amid all the pressure of hands 
and warmth of insistent friendship, Lem felt the girl’s throbbing 
presence as though she were at his side. And the current of her 
love pulsed through his being. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


David and Goliath. 


A Little Shot Put Old King Coffee out of Business. 


When medicine fails they some- 
times send sick people away to another 
climate for their health. Sometimes 
the climate does it, but more often 
they stumble on the proper food to 
take, and then get well. 

A lady in San Diego tells of a friend 
who left her home each December, for 
the past two winters, to come to Cali- 
fornia for her health. She says: — 
‘* Almost all of her time was spent in 
visiting the doctor and sitting in a big 
chair and watching the clock to note 
the time for her next dose of medicine. 
Nervousness was her principal trouble, 
and with others of a kindred nature, 
made life for her a burden. 

On the occasion of her last visit, I 
begged her to give up the use of cof- 
fee, and use Postum Coffee. She re- 
plied that she could not stop coffee. I 
said no more at the time, but the next 
morning at breakfast, I passed her a 
fragrant, steaming cup of Postum, mak- 
ing it as it should be made. After 
that, I had no more trouble, and my 


friend drank no more coffee. But the 
most surprising part of the experi- 
ence was the change that soon came 
over her, 

We began to notice it within less 
than a week. In less than a month, 
her nervousness had left her, and in 
three months, she was a new woman 
in face, figure and health. I had not 
dared to hope for so much benefit, al- 
though I had been greatly benefited 
myself by Postum, but coffee to her 
system was simply poisonous, and I 
believe this is the case with many 
others. 

She returned to her home in Decem- 
ber, and was married within less than 
two months after. She never fails to 
give credit to Postum for her health 
or thanks to me for teaching her to 
make it properly, and well she may, 
for Postum has done for her what 
travel, doctors and medicine failed to 
do.” 

Name given by Postum Cereal Com- 
pany, Ltd., Battle Creek, Michigan, 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


You who need help, and are waiting — 


You who are sick, and are hesitating — 
You who have prejudice — you who doubt — 
Let me convince you — write a postal to-day. 


Then I will do this: 


I will mail you a book, and an order on 
your druggist for six bottles Dr. Shoop’s 
Restorative. You may take it a month at 
my risk to learn what it can do. If it suc- 
ceeds the cost is $5.50. If it fails, 1 will pay 
your druggist myself. And I'll leave the 
decision to you. 

You see this offer everywhere —all the 
time — year after year. Don’t you realize 
that thousands every week are accepting it, 
and thousands are getting well? 

In the past 12 years I have furnished my 
Restorative to over half a million sick ones 
on just those terms. My records show that 
39 out of each 40 have paid for the treat- 
ment gladly, because they were cured. I 
have paid for the rest. 


I know what this remedy will do, and my 
faith in it is shown by my offer. I want you 
to know it — you who need its help. 


Just write me your name and your address, 
and I will do all the rest, 


Why I Succeed 


I have learned by a lifetime of labor how 
to strengthen the inside nerves. 


My Restorative will always bring back 
that power which makes the vital organs act, 
and there is no other way to do it. 


A weak organ shows weak nerve power, 
just as a weak engine indicates too little 
steam. All the skill in the world can never 
cure that weakness till the organ’s nerves get 
strong enough to make it do its duty. That 
is why common treatments fail. 


I know from a vast experience that in 
these chronic diseases my Restorative will 
accomplish all that medicine can do. And in 
most deep-seated cases there is absolutely 
no other way to a cure, 

My book will tell you why. 


Simply state which | Book No. 1 on Dyepessia. 


Book No. 2 on the 
A wast, ond Book No. 8 on the Kidneys, 
Dr. 8 B Book No. 4 for Women. 
yt. Shoop, Box 22, | Book No. 5 for Men (sealed), 
Racine, Wis. | Book No. 6 on Rheumatism, 


Mild cases, not chronic, are often cured by one or two 
bettles, Atal! druggists. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Thirty-six years of 
continuous success 


Just think what that means. Thirty-six years in business, each year more successful 
than the previous one, with never a backward movement, constantly growing larger, ever 
increasing in popular favor. How many concerns in this country have such a proud record? 
How many that were doing business thirty-six years ago are even in existence to-day? Very, 
very few. But thirty-six years of continuous success and still growing larger. Think of it! 
How has it been accomplished? In just this way. By selling absolutely pure whiskey, di- 
rect from our own distillery to the consumer, with all its original richness and flavor, sav- 
ing him the enormous profits of the dealers, and by carrying out to the letter every state- 
mentor offer that we make, thereby creating a confidence with our over a quarter of @ 
million satisfied customers that cannot be broken. 


Direct from our distillery to YOU 
Saves Dealers’ Profits! Prevents Adulteration! 


HAYNER WHISKEY 


PURE SEVEN-YEAR-OLD RYE 


4 FULL $4.20 EXPRESS 
QUARTS PREPAID 


We will send FOUR FULL QUART BOTTLES of HAYNER’S SEVEN- 
YEAR-OLD RYE for $8.20, and we will pay the express charges. When you 
receive the whiskey, try it and if youdon’t find it all right and as good as you 
ever drank or can buy from anybody else at any price, send it back at our 
expense and your 83.20 will go back to you by the very next mail. How could 
an offer be fairer? Just think itover. Shipment in a plain sealed case, 
with no marks or brands to indicate contents. 


Prepaid or 20 Quarts for 816.00-t; Freight Prepaid. 
Write our nearest office and do it NOW. 
THE HAYNER DISTILLING COMPANY 
DAYTON, OHIO ST. LOUIS, MO. ST. PAUL, MINN. 
42 DISTILLERY, TROY, O. ESTABLISHED 1866. 


BIG BRASS BAND OFFER. 


which will — — SELL.THE CELEBRATED DUPONT 4ND 
greeny MARCEAU 
beautif at about one-half 

complexion. It ienot a face pow- 

der, cream, cosmetic or bleach, 

but is absolutely pure and you can 

use it privately at — FOR SPECIAL OFFER 

nently removes pate petece om every Bead 
redness, feet, blackheads, straments, Supplies, ete., Big 
fleshworms, sallowness, freckles, tan, sun 
burn, and all complexion disfigurements, 

Madame M. Ri 


beult, 
Building, 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


“ Begin 1903 
By Saving 


A Diamond 


We deliver any Diamond, Watch or other 
article in our million dollar stock upon a small 
payment and let you pay the balance in small 
amounts monthly justas you would put a little 
of your earnings in a Savings Bank. We are 
assured by the highest European authorities 
that Diamonds will increase in value at least 
20 per cent. annually. Savings banks pay 8 
eent. You also have the pleasure — prestige 
of wearing the Diamond while paying for i. 
and when paid for you have the most valuable 
commodity in the world, which can be ex- 
changed for full cash value in any civilized 
country. Your local jeweler, if he is posted in 
diamond values will tell you that a 20 per cent. 
increase during the next year at = nty. 

tis just as easy 

Your Credit s and confidential to 
open an account with us asit is with a savings 
bank. All we require to know is: Are your in- 
tentions good, and are you disposed te de as you 
agree te dot Your cash resources are unimpor- 

tant, honesty is all that we sequize, at 

fou senc or 

How itis Done: {on send for 
illustrated catalogue which shows thon- 
sands of Diamond rings, brooches, lockets, 
studs, earrings, cuff buttons, Watches, ete., to- 
gether with the price and full description of 
each. Select any article that you would like to 
see and we will send itto you for your exami- 
nation. If you like it, and are convinced that it 
is the best value ey ever saw for the money, 
pay one-fifth of the price and keep it — sending 

us the balance in 8 equal poms payments. 

je wive a Guarantee 

Note This 8 Certificate of quaht 
and value with every Diamond; make libera 
exchanges at any time, allowing full price paid 
for the Diamond in exchange for other goods or 
al er stone. We pay all Express Charges, 
and if you send the first payment (one-fifth) 
with your request, we cheerful refund your 
money tn case you decide not to buy. Your in- 
terests are safe-cuarded at every point in deal- 
ing with us. We are the largest house in the 
world in our line of business and one of the old - 
est — established in 185%. We referto any bank 
in America, for instance: Ask your local 
banker how we stand in the business world, 
He will refer to his Dun or Bradstreet book of 
commercial ratings, and tell you that we stand 
at the top in credit, promptness and responsi bil- 
ity, and that our representations may be accep- 
ted without question. at » 
Notwithstanding the 
Our Prices: fact that our prices 


prices of local jewelers, we make a discount of 
sper cent. on cash sales. We make the most 
startling refund proposition on cash sales that 
you ever heard of: we also show how you can 
wear a fifty dollar diamond for ten cents a 
week — if interested, write for it. 

Write to-day for our 1902 catalogne. which shows more 
fine genuine goods than any catalogue published —worth 
its weight in gold to any intending purchaser. 


Loftis Bros. @ Co. 


Diamond Importers and 
Manufacturing Jewelers 
Dept. A, 52-92, 94, 96 and 98 State St. 
CHICAGO, ILL., U. S. A. 


te Marshall Field & Co. 
Copyright 1908, Loftis Bros. & Co. 


Could be known they 
would be everyone’s choice 


Perfect in tone and touch, artistic 
in design and finish, they represent 
the most advanced principles of 
modern piano building and meet 
the requirements of the most critical 
musician. 

Art catalogue mailed 

cheerfully upon request 


ERNEST GABLER 
& BROTHER 


219 EAST 22D STREET 
NEW YORK 


R Established 1854 
ew York. 


IF ALL THE FACTS ABOUT THE FAMOUS 


GABLER 
PIANOS 


are from 10 to 20 per cent. lower than the cash 


) 


A French Pastel 
Portrait 


LIFE SIZE 
OUR GUARANTEED $10.00 QUALITY 


copied after any good photograph, will be sent 
in waterproof tube, to any jress in the U. 8. 


Absolutely Free of Gost 


to advertise these world famous studios, estab- 
839. 


lished in 1 
CONDITIONS 


1. Photographs of yourself or any member of 
your family (no others geerpted), with your 
name and address clearly and correctly given, 
must be mailed to us accompanied by tifteen 
cents in currency or postage stamps, to cover 
cost of mailing. No other charge whatever is 
to be made by us. 

2. Only one photograph furnished to each 
family. 

If any alterations are wanted, such diree- 
tions as are necessary must be given when 
photographs are mailed. 

4 No honse, landscape or animal pictures 
accepted for enlargement. 


OUR GUARANTEES 
Original photographs will be carefully han- 
dled and returned with the life-size copy. 


We also guarantee the work to be equal to 
any high-class portrait on your walls. 


Boston Art Gallery, Dept. A, 
Established 1889. BOSTON, MASS, 
Highest Commerctal References. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Flavor and quality always right— 
Keeps forever in package tight— 
Made in a minute, day or night— 


The delicious flavor and quality of this new 
preparation of the cocoa bean in combination 
with absolutely pure sngar and rich cream is 
superior to anything of its kind ever offered 
the American people. Its convenience and 
economy render it a welcome guest in every 
home. Boiling water only is needed. 

Mothers and children thrive on it, as the 
following testimony shows: 

“I think my first baby girl is a fine adver- 
tisement for your Cream of Chocolate, 
for I used it and am using it constantly and 
find it very satisfactory fora nursing mother.” 

Mrs. B. G. Masters. 


Send the coupon which will be found in 
every 1-21b. can of Cream of Chocolate 
with your name and address to us and we 
will furnish blanks and full details of prize 
contest. One coupon makes you eligible. If 
your dealer cannot supply you send us 25 cents 
and we will send you 1-2 lb. can, postpaid. 


CREAM OF CHOCOLATE C0. 


Lace Patterns, ~ Center 
Kazara B 


ureau Oriental NO POISON 
Mat, INGALLS, 1008 Kitchen Utensils Has Ever Been Found in 
PANCY WORK BOOK and 25¢. HAVING THIS 
Catalog — ALL FOR MA 


4. F. INGALLS, Lynn, Mass,, Box 50 TRADE 4 Agate Nickel- 


$12.95 WINDMILL, ||) Gi "Steel Wate 


= For $TE.98 we furnish The BLUE LABEL 


. } Protected by Decision of 
the highest grace gal. United ‘States Court, 


windmill made. y PROVES I 
$26.60 wo furnish If substitutes are offered 
im STEEL FOUR-POST TOWER made. is sold by the leading De- 


partment and Ho 
nishing Stores. 


4 
f 


and most liberal sor write : 
E WINDMILL CATA Lalance & Gros .Co. 


SEARS, ROEBUCK CHICAGO. | Boston, Chicago 


Adjustable Table and Reading Stand 


The most indispensable piece of furniture for Home, Library, 
School-room, Studio, Office, Club or Sick-room. 

Tt ean be raised or lowered to suit mn or Pp 

be level and set at centre for use as Card Table. ~ “6 es A 

— Cutting Table — Book Stand, ete.,or adjusted to any slant as 

Easel — Reading Stand — Music Stand, etc., and top telescoped to 

extend over Chair or Bed either level or to any degree of slant, 

making an ideal table for serving meals in bed or for reading as 

desired. Perfectly balanced and most rigid however used. For 

traveling ean be taken apart and occupies small space in trunk. 

Top Solid Quartered Oak, metal parts japanned with heavy nickel trimmings. Price 87.50. 
Prompt shipment guaranteed. Catalogue “ iY shows this table and other Library Appliances. 


GEO, F. SARGENT CO., 293 Fourth Avenue, New York City, 


Send for Catalogue of Reclining and Library Chairs— Over 20 Styles. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


NERVE-FORCE i, Hon, 


DORMANT CIRCULATION; 


that rescue is assured only by reestablishment of the CIRCULATION A as 
to normal by directly ing the Ce battery-cells with an gie- 
imitatin nerve force for that pu pace by 
re from food and air. This imitative element is our ful NERVE 

FORCE, and it will positively reestablish the most sluggish CIRCULATION 

topar. If the vital organs are intact this co ll restora- 
tion even in great! 
ful complications 
from the outside. 


Remedy; a noble UNGUENT for external applica. 
found upon the princi that Suffering, Premature 
emature Death are the direct and indirect result of 


WRAL, which 


Ww e are 
women- unimpeac hable. 

Pain, 
ed by this logical (and only reaso 


fe) manner of attack. We say “ only reasonab ie” it is fatally to bo eoddle) the vital 
ns uring drugs into the stomach—or to“ cut’’ the a n™“ operations.” Are you a sick a 
tired oy Ean, for yourself or others, kindly our details 


DARKEN YOUR GRAY HAIR 


OZARK HERBS restoregray, 
streaked or faded hair to its natural color, 
beauty and softness. Preventethe hair from 
falling out, promotes its growth, cures and 
prevents dandruff, and gives the hair » son, 
gloss), and healthy appearance. 

T STAIN THE se is not of 
dirty, contains no nitratesilver, 
copperas, or poisons of any kind, but iscom- 

of roots, herbs and flowers. It costs 

LY 26 CENTS TO MAKE ONE PINT. 
It wil) produce the most luxuriant tresses from dry, coarse and 
wiry var, and bring back the color it we it originally was before 

lo 


it turned gray. Fu ‘compra mail ~~ 
OZARK HERB CO iy. Bt. Lo 


MPANY, 
DEAFNESS cuRED 


afness is incurable till the cause 
isremoved. Therefore Ear Drumsand other artificial 
mever cure. 95 per cent. of all cases of De is ca 
from Catarrh, and as Catarrh cannot exist under the use 
of “‘Actina,” nobody need be Deaf where the Actina 
Pocket Battery is obtainable. Are you seeking @ cure? 
Then investigate ** Actina.” Write today for @ vale- 
boo . Wilson's Dictionary of Disease, 
New York & London Electrio 20 
Walnut St., Kansas City, Mo, Dept. 44 


DOES YOUR HOUSE NEED PAINTING? 
OUR FREE ae OFFER 


( mail por and we will send you 


FREE |F YOu ARE Sick 


and doctored withoet Jat relief, if you are ner- 
vous, do not sleep well, have dull, racking 
pains, shortness of breath after ‘climbing 
Stairs; if you are generally run down, or 


have some disease on which you = 
vate, confidential advice, write me. 1 
me the leading symptoms of your trouble 
and I will at once diagnose your case, write 


you fully in regard to the exact nature of 
a complaint,and explain my guaranteed 

ome treatment, all absolutely free. I will 
also send you a free copy of my wonderful 
new book entitled ‘* How to be cured and 
how to cure others.” It will prove a reve- 
lation to you. 80,000 patients cured in the 
last three years is the strongest y 
of the — efficacy of my new 
discovery. 

Prof. THOMAS ADKIN, 

Office 617 D. Rochester, N. 


@EADY MIXED HOUSE 


THE FREE BOOK CONTAINS sist! 


int, how to select colors, kind of paint 
iferent work, just how much paint is re- 
quired to cover given makes everything so 
plain thatanyone without previous ort boone 
doalmostany job of FREE 900 

a number of buildings colors, inte 0 aid 

y, trimmi ng, inside, fe 


A B | L E N E ioven, fore —- brick, stone or tron surfaces, te lead 
for finest inside finish or outside work, is sold under our pending enesentes as the best paint made, will 
cover double the surface, last twice as long, at one-half the cost of other pain TL. er cracks, pee: Is or _— rs, guar- 
ALL PAINT MADE IN OUR OWN t 
Qwn We buy the raw materials direc first hand hus insuring t A 

own facto: our 

if YOU WANT TO PAINT YOUR qe BARN OR OTHER BUILDINGS, =." 
the paint (from our own factory), ree the a and agreement, that if you don’t find our ready ont 


paint better in er in quality and and rice than you can buy AS ou can return it at our expense 
we 
tal SEARS, ROEBUCK & & CO,, CHICAGO. 


3 
ai) cael r Diamond Medals for life saving we have won, we prove that our NERVE-FOR tiso 
ge on | | us that you can understand us, so we do not advertise our Remedy, but our 
ih) explains its every detail. We send this free (in plain envelope) to as mony add 
its Sauae t also prepared to prove (by the only evidence that should appeal to thinki 
| 
& 
- - 
ia 
ot) 
ABC PER GALLON PER GALLON for highest grade 
. er barn raphite-Creesote paint for 
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THE 
FOUR-TRACK 
NEWS 


AN ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE 
OF TRAVEL AND EDUCATION 


Published Monthly by the 


Passenger Department of the 


NEW YORK CENTRAL 
& HUDSON RIVER R, R. 


The Four-Track News will be sent free to 
address for a year on receipt of 50 cents. Single 
copies, 56 cents. Address George H. Dani icis, 
General Passenger Agent, Grand Central Sta- 
tion, New York. 


PIVERSI@ALL 


or uncomfortable. 


Perfect in fit, never 
Made of 


ragged 
Very convenient, stylish, economical. 
fine cloth and exactly resemble linen goods. Turn 
down collarsare reversible and give double service. 


NO LAUNDRY WORK. 


When soiled, discard. ‘Ten collars or five 
irs of cuffs, 5c. By mail, Send 
in U.S. A ~ or pair of catffs. 

Name size 


REVERSIBLE COLLAR CO., Dept. 0, Boston. 


My son suffered for a year 
from loss of appetite and be- 
came very thin and unfit for 
his school studies. I gave him 
a Ripans Tabule before dinner 
and supper for five months 
and he gained seventeen 
pounds. Our family physi- 
cian admits Ripans did it. 


At druggists. 


The Five-Cent packet is enough for an 
ordinary occasion. The family bottle, 60 
cents, contains a supply for a year. 


W. Glue Mends Everything 


Crockery, Wood, Leather, Iron, ete. 
Always ready for use. Romethi hing 
every needs. Ask your druggist for it. If he does 


not hee oleae send 15c. for sample bottle postpaid. 


GLUE CO., Grand Rapids, Mich. 


00 35¢ 


styles and sizes. Order filled day re- 
Not obtainable else- 


WANTED PLAIN WRITERS 


time. Nothing to bays 

addressed envelopes for copy and inateessions 
UNITED PEN CO., 87 Nassau Street, New York. 


Press 

A 

ts printing for others. Type-setting 
rules sent. Write for catalog, 


Pits Pukes Meriden. Conn. 


The New Woman’s Reform Club. 


For sixteen female characters me man. 


Convention,” (26c), “ Aunt Jerusha’s Quilting ad 
(2%5e.), ete. ‘A first-rate frame for a concert ora 
neous entertainment. 
Price, 25 Cents, by mail. 
Send for our new catalog log and sketch 
to any address. 


WALTER H. BAKER & CO. 
5 Piace, Boston, Mass. 


Sree 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Was Blind 
MRS. GEORGE A, COFFMAN, 1185 W. Taylor St., Chicago, writes: —** Having had 
trouble with my eyes for over twenty years, and srom time to time employed diff erent oculists, 
without any good results, I was finally recommended to Dr, P, Chester Madwon, He made} 
me see and I was able to recognize my friends, which | had never been able to do 


lore, as 1 was practically blind.” This is oy one of the thousands of unsolicited 
letters on file in aS proving the efficacy o 
The 


Absorption Met 
a discovery of my own, the result of over a quarter of a century's study scientific 
research and experience by which | positively remove Catarnets, Spots, Scums, 
and all eye obstructions, and cure Granular Lids, Weak and Sore Eyes, 
Optic Nerve and all other eye diseases, without knife, Pain or Bisk, at the 
patient’s home. ! guarantee a cure in every case accepted. Iam comely desirous 
SS sit of communicating with those who have become discouraged as a result of repeated 
failures by other methods, and all so-called incurable cases. Nervous Reflexes. 
Headaches, etc.. the result of eye strain, | positively cure, to stay cured. I STRAIGHTEN cROsS 
EY ES. — No Knife, Pain or Risk, bya method known only to myself. Successful in upwards of 10,000 cases. 
Never fails. Permanent cure guaranteed. Alice E. Shoup, Secor, Ill., Dr. W. H. C. Wallace, Plano, Ill., both 
} cured of cross-eyes. Write them and learn of ne permanency of my cures. My latest book, “ Diseases of the 
i Eye,” tells you Just what you want to know. Ful } illustrated in colors. Write mea history of your case and 
get my professional advice and book, FREE. My Home treatment is successfal. I am t ng cases all over 

world. Letters in language answered. 

P. Cc. MADISON, M. D., Suite £12, 80 Dearborn St., CHICAGO, ILL. 


Makes Women Beautiful 


mar P 

i by the new and wonderful “ Vestro” 
i method of enlarging the Female Bust. 
Flat-chested and unattractive 
Hl! women are quickly developed into 
commanding figures that excite 


j wonderment and admiration. 
A new and surprisingly effective 
it home treatment has been discov- 
Ni ered that enlarges the female bust 


at least six inches. Women who 


t are not lacking in this 
} respect will not be par- 
ticularly interested, but 
Bit those who by some un for- 
i! tanate circumstance of 
Hi health or occupation are 
a deficient in this develop- T have a sensible, harmless treatment that will reduce 
ment will be very much your weigit from three five poende every 
Bi fascinated a | the peculiar prominence achieved by the week, No starving or change of habits required. By 
; , treatment. I[t is called “ Vestro” and is controll by my treatment your weight will be reduced without caus- 
j the well known Aurum Medicine Co. ing wrinkles or flabbiness of skin; heavy abdomen, double 
HH There is no doubt about the marvelous power of this chin or other evidences of obesity will disappear ; your 
Bi new treatment to develop the bust to a gratifying extent. form will acquire symmetry; complexion will be cleared; 
i Any lady who wishes to know more about Vestro should troubles of heart, kidneys, stomach or other organs will 
iy send her name and address to the Aurum Medicine Co. be remedied ; and you will be delightfully astonished at 
| They will send free, in plain sealed envelope by mail, a the promptness and ease with which these results are 
| new “ beauty book” they have just prepared, also photo- accomplished under my system, 
graphs from lifeshowing theactual development induced BOOK on Obesity, Its Cause 
: & great number of testimonials from physicians, and Cure, will be sent 
: chemists and prominent ladies all commending the won- FREE in ao plain sealed envelope. 
derful 9 enlarge It will convince you. 
: bust no ma 10w flat che chest may be. Do not fai : 
write at once. The beanty book and portraits will de- 24 
: light yon. All you need do is to send name and address treet, ew York. 


and a two-cent stamp to postage. Address 
AURUM MEDICINE Dope D. A., 55 Btate Chieage. 


buys this handsome Overstufted Tufted Rococe 

45 Full S Couch, Mounted on rye A carved oak 
az or ogany finished frame, covered with extra quality 
eummees three-tone velour cloth, the newest patterns and color- 


Other new, han bolstered 
$3.95 to $20.00. "WONDERFUL VALUES 


Cabinets, $3.75 and opwards. Ideboerds, 
7.00 te 


ination Bookcases, 
™. $15.00. Extension Dining Tables, $2.95 to $15.00, with 
VALUES ot $3.50 to $7.00. 
will ngin furniture with the understanding and agreement thatif 
\ FREE ch and much lower in price than you could buy elsewhere, YOU NEED N Pad Ge OME CNT. 
GATALO VE showing an immense line of al! es of furniture at lowest prices ever 
be sent te you by return 


mail, postpaid, Address SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO., CHICAGO, 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PLEASE LET ME HELP YOU! 
Let Me Be Your Friend! 


| Ask No Money, | Simply Want You to Gonfide in Me. 


Tell me your troubles, your heartaches, your hopes, your ambitions and I will help you- 
Others have, others are writing to me daily. eir confidence is not misplaced. They are lead- 
ing better and happier lives. appy lives, with loved ones around them, lives such as they had 
dreamed of and hoped for, but had been unable to realize until they confided their troubles to 
me and allowed me to help them. 

I mean and will gladly do just what I say. I have been doing it for years. My clean record 
and the trust my friends have in me prove the good I am able to do them and you. 

Iam an Astrologer. Astrology is the wonderful Science which investigates the relation- 
ship of the astral bodies of the heavens to the human bodies of the earth. The stars and 

Janets are unalterable in their influences upon mankind and therefore they are the only 
mmutable guides toa napey presperene future. The proper study of this science will reveal 
all that isin your life. I can discover it for you. 


A horoscope calculated by a competent Astrologer thoroughly 
acquaints a person with himself. It allows us to see ourselves as others 
see us. It shows us the life occupation best suited to our disposition and 
temperament. It indicates distinctly the fortunate and unfortunate times 
of our life. When to expect preppersy and when and how to avoid 
adversity. It describes friends who will prove faithful and those un- 
faithful. It describes our enemies and people who are not to be depended 
upon. It shows the accidents, diseases, etc., we are naturally liable to 
part of the world in which we should settle to prosper. It will show when 


and when and how to avoidthem. It shows the proper and most fortunate 
and where to start new undertakings and enterprises, when to start on 
journeys. It shows whether we are destined to marry, the proper person 
we should marry: and whether or not we will be successful and hap 
during married life or if we are already married and unhappy it wii 
show us the cause of the unhappiness and how to remedy it. It will show 
our liability to separation and divorce. It shows whether we are des- 
tined to have children and whether these children are to be fortunate or 
unfortunate in life. It shows whether our wishes and desires are to be 
ratified. It points out our principal faults and greatest talents and how 


est to use these talents. It shows whether we are destined to win or 
lose in law suits or in gambling or speculation. 


In fact Astrology is the wonder science of the world and persons high in life are now 
beginning to realize ff and are employing it to further their own ambitious interests. If you 
will write me, I will unfold these things. I can reveal the history of your life from the cradle to 
the grave. 

Bet me assist you as I am daily assisting others. I knowIcan help you. I can showyou the 
easy path in life. Simply send me your address, the day of the month and year upon which 
you were born and your sex, enclosing also a 2c. stamp for the return Zoom and I will send 
you my No.1 er or short reading of your own personal life. his will point out your 
character and personal traits in unmistakable language and I am sure will convince you I can 


help you. I will also tell you how you can obtain the Full Horoscope or 
Astrological Reading of your life at no expense to yourself. Alll 
ask of you if you wish to better your life is to trust me and write to me at once. Address 


plainly, Prof. H. EDISON, Astrologer, Ave 2A, Binghamton, N. Y. 


WITH SOOTHING, BALMY OILS. 
Cancer, Tumor,Catarrh, Piles, Fistula, Ulcers and all Write for it, free. Central Supply Co., 1080 
Skin and Female Diseases. Write for Iiiustrated Book. Grand Ave., Kansas City, Mo. 

Sent free. DK. W. O. BYE, Kansas City, Mo. 


If need wall peper for one 
ot oa paper 


WT BUY AR 
until FRE SAMPLE BOOK 
on of our heretofore un- 


BOOK OF HANDSOME NEW. WALL PAPER SAMPLES. 
A beautiful paper at 154 CENTS per roll, a handseme 
border at CENT per yard; astonishing values in 
GILT, Em SED AND BRONZED PAPERS at mill prices, 
r much lower than dealers can buy elsewhere. 
THE BOOK OF SAMPLES IS FREE 
\ explains how to order, how to tell bow much to 
. j i ines ss order, tells all about how to hang paver, how to make 

aste, how to select BUCK & ( ors, ete. 


recurs malt, postpaid, address, SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO., cuicaec. 


xvi 
7% 
4 
Tene, 
a 
4 
— 
DO you NEED WALL A ER 
a ? 
L 
4 
4 
T 
By 


xviii 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Personal Magnetism 


How Prominent Men Develop This Power and Use It to Influence 
Others — Women, Too, Adepts in This Mysterious Art. 


A Reporter Makes Astounding Discoveries — Secret Methods Which 
Charm and Fascinate the Human Mind. 


High Priests of the Occult Reveal Jealously Guarded Secrets of 
Years — A Wonderful New Book by Prominent New York Men. 


A wonderful new book, entitled “ The Secret 
of Power,’ has just been issued, at an expense 
of over $5,000, by one of the leading colieges of 
the City of New York. This book is from the 
_ of the ablest specialists of modern times. 

e authors gave away the copyright on con- 
dition that 10,000 copies should be distributed 
to the public free of charge. The Columbia 
Scientific Academy is now complying with this 
contract, and until the edition ob 10,000 copies 
ee you can get a copy of this book 

solutely free. The book is profusely illus- 
trated with the most expensive half-tone en- 
gravings. It is full of wonderful secrets and 
startling surprises, and thoroughly explains 
the real source of the power of personal influ- 
ence. It fully and reveals the 
fundamental principles of success and influ- 
ence inevery walkof life. The hidden myster- 
of personal magnetism, will-power and 
acientific character reading are explained in 
an intensely interesting manner. © secret 
methods of personal influence are described, 
which positively enable any intelligent person 
to exercise a marvellous influence and control 
over any one whom he may wish. These 
methods are entirely new and have never be- 
fore been made public. A reporter has tried 
them personally and can vouch for their won- 
derful power. 

The book also describes absolutely certain 
methods by which you can read the character, 
secrets and lives of every one you meet. No 
one can deceive you. You can tell what voca- 
tion is best for you to follow. You can know 
the secret eget by which minds of human 
beings are charmed and fascinated. The new- 
est, latest and best system of physical and 
mental culture and magnetic —— is full 
explained and illustrated by beautiful half- 
tone engravings. No such book has ever be- 
fore been published. No such wonderful in- 
formation has ever before been placed in the 
hands of the public. Onaccount of the mighty 
poses and influence placed in one’s hands by 

his book, the Legislature of the State of New 
York debated whether or not the State ought 
to permit its promiscuous circulation; but it 
was finally decided the good it would accom- 
lish would greatly oyerbalance the ill, and 
ts distribution was not interfered with. 

Not long ago John D. Rockefeller, the rich- 
est man in America, said, in talking to a Sun- 
yay Pg class, that he attributed his success 
Lincoln, e, Napoleon and Alexander the 
Great all won fame and rénown by their won- 
derful powers of rsonal influence. Jay 
Gould piled up millions by this same power. 
J. P. Morgan organized the billion dollar steel 


trust and enriched himself by millions simply 
ay es marvellous ability to influence others. 

ere are to-day thousands of men with the 
brains and education of Mr. Morgan who are 
aupers. They have the ability to 
nent § but they have not sufficient 


practically 
organize a 


power of personal influencé. Personal influ- 
ence, will power, stamina—call it what you 
will — has from the creation of man been the 
subtie force that has ety wealth, fame and 
renown to those who are fortunate enough to 
sessit. This strange, mysterious influence 
s inherent in every human a By the late 
methods explained bythe New York specialist 
in human culture any intelligent person can 
develop a wonderfully magnetic personality, 
and learn how to read the character, secre 
and lives of others in a few days’ study at his 
ownhome. You can use this marvellous power 
without the knowledge of your most intimate 
friends and associates. You can use it to ob- 
tain lucrative employment, to secure an ad- 
vance in salary, to win the friendship and 
influence of others to obtain a greater share of 
happiness from life. You can be respected, 
honored and become a leader in your commu- 


If you are not fully satisfied with 
r 


our pres- 
ent condition and circumstances; i = long 
for greater success or more money; if you are 


not able to influence others to the extent you 
desire, the a yd would advise you to write 
at once for a free copy of this great work, now 
en given away by the Columbia Scientific 
Academy. 
Mrs. R. C. Young, of No. 312 Indiana St., Law- 
rence, Kan., recently sent for a copy of this 
k. After carefully examining it and test- 
ing the methods of personal influence on her 
friends and associates, she makes the follow- 
ing statements in a letter to a friend: —‘‘ The 
instructions given by the Columbia Scientific 
Academy have been worth to me morethan all 
the previous reading of my life. I wish | 
woman in this country could read their gran 


Fred. Perkins, of South Haven, Mich., says: 
—“T have been in great demand since I read 
the work of the Columbia Scientific Academy. 
People are amazed and mystified at the things 
Ido. I believe I could make $25 — day read- 
ing character alone if I were to charge for m 
services. If any one would have told I woul 
receive so much wonderful information I 
would have thought him crazy.” 

Mrs. M. Effie Watson, of Martinsville, Ind., 
says: —‘“‘Could I have had access to such in- 
formation in past years I could have avoided 
many misfortunes. This work of the Columbia 
Scientific Academy shall be my guiding star 
the remaining days of my life.” 

If you will send your name and address to 
the Columbia Scientific Academy, Dept. 9D 
1931 Broadway, New York City,this book will 
be sentto you absolutely free, postage prepaid. 
On account of the grest expense involved in 

reparing this book, the Columbia Scientific 

requests that who are 
sopestes y interested write for free copy — 
only those who really desire to achieve 
goer success and better their condition in 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


You 


100 Shares for Only $5 Now 


200 SHARES FOR $10 500 SHARES FOR $ 25 
1000 SHARES FOR $50 2000 SHARES FOR $100 


The greatest OIL FIELDS of the world 
are in Texas. One Texas well will produce 
as much as ONE THOUSAND WELLS 
of the average Penna. and Ohio capacity. 

THE NATIONAL CAPITAL oIL 
AND FUEL COMPANY owns large 
holdings in the very center of Spindle To oP 
Heights. They also ownin fee LARG 
TRACTS of bonded oil lands at Sour Lake 
and Saratoga. The National Capital can 

roduce HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 

F BARRELS of oil. 

We are selling stock to provide trans- 

ortation facilities.We require BARGES 

transport oil to Eastern cities where 
large contracts await us, hence stock 
offered at ground floor figure. 


2%, Dividends just declared 
in which new subscribers 
participate. 


Enormous profits in sight for share- 
holders. Secure this gilt-edge + at 
once. Stock will advance to par in a few 
weeks. 


For information or stock apply to 
GEO. F. HATHEWAY 
151 Milk St., Boston 


TO MAKE MONEY IN 
GOLD MINING 


You Should Buy into 
a Prospect 


Mines are made, not found. Prospects are 
found and developed into mines. 


Select in a reliable camp, a good 
prospect, honestly and econom- 
ically managed 


buy the stock, have patience, and nine 
times out of ten you will double your money 
over and over again. 

Now we claim, and will undertake to 
prove, that we have a proposition that 
answers all of these requirements. 

Our properties are in Gilpin Co , Colora- 
do, the richest spot on earth for its area. 

Our officers are men of the highest char- 
acter and standing. 

Our capitalization is conservative, and 
the price of our shares is yet very low. 

Write us for full information. 


The Carcasonne Mining Co., 
Central City, Colo. 


PIANO OFFER. 


ATED 
MANO 
60.'S PIANOS AT 


any home 


piano 
THIS PIANO $115.00. 


SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO., CHICAGO, ILL. 


Cancer 


BY NEW METHOD 


ay | home treatment that has com- 
PN apd cases in from ten to twenty days that 
‘noted physicians refused to treat, declaring — 
fatal and hopeless. Send name and address if 
are acaforer or if you know of any one whois,an we 
will send all necessary information and hundreds 
of convincing testimonials absolutely free. 


DR. CURRY CANCER CURE C0., Box 961 LEBANON, 0. 


Better Than 


Savings Banks 


and just as safe. 12% inter- 
est ring stock. hy keep your money 
where it brings you only 3% when you can 
make four times as much without any risk? 
For particulars address, 


R. D. ROBINSON Co. (nc.) 
Paid-up Capital, $100,000.00 
608 Grant Bid. Los Angeles, Cal. 


Por 15 ‘Years my Income trem Writing 


for and papers has averaged 000 to 
you wish to write for a living | may he D oy 
we the result of much thought and experi- 


GEORGE ETHELBERT WALSH, P. 0. Box 1189, N. Y. City. 


RUPTURE CURED 


Write me and learn how I positively cure any case o 
any kind of rupture quickly, cheaply and ho he 
without any operation of any kind, and without yon 
leaving your home or quitting work. I have cured 
thousands and can cure you. It never fails. Hi. M. 
Rooins 19 to 81, Telephone Build- 
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xx ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Don't Die of 
J0nSUMption 


A Positive Cure Found by a Celebrated 
Michigan Physician — He Sends a Large 
Trial Package Free by Mail to 
All Who Write. 


At last a cure has been found. Incredibleas 
it may seem, after the centuries of failure, a 


DR. D. P. YONKERMAN, the Discoverer of Tuber- 
culozyne — Endorsed by State Officials and 
Greatest Medical Men of the World as 
the Only Cure for Consumption. 


positive and certain cure for the deadly con- 
sumption has at last been discovered. It re- 
mained for a great physician of Michigan to 
find the only known cure for consumption, 
after almost a life’s work spent in experi- 
menting and study. 

Consumptives who have returned from the 
West—come home to die because they thought 
nothing could be done for them—have tried 
this new discovery and are now well and 
strong. 

If you are afflicted, do not fail to send at 
once to Dr. Derk P. Yonkerman, 1389 Shakes- 
peare Bldg., Kalamazoo, Mich., for a free trial 
paeksee of this remedy, proofs and testimon- 
als from hundreds of cured patients; it costs 
nothing. The doctor does not ask anyone to 
take his word or anyone else’s, as he sends a 
trial package free, and a few days’ use will 
shuw you how easily and quickly you can be 
cured. Delay is dangerous. There is no time 
to lose when the death hand of consumption 
is tightening its clutch upon you. rite 
to-day. 


A MATCHLESS 
COMPLEXION 
BOOK FREE forwards tren on 


a treatise on 
. the care of the 
skin, which if followed will assure 
every woman the possession of a 
clear, velvety complexion. 
This costs you absolutely 


rite to-day. Ask for Boo! ’ 
VIGNA So., Providence, R. LL. 


You have it, everyone bas itfor everyone is born® 
hypnotist. Would youliketo develop yourLypnotic 
powers and wield an influence over othe? Would 
you like tosway the minds of men, make friends 
and achieve success? You can develop this poweg 
in the privacy of your 30 NOTH ' NG 
OSTS YOU 

It whos you nothing tosend for our free book 
and learn how to doit. Anybody can icarn. The 
acquisition of this power brings bappivess and 
health; develops the will. gratifies ambition ; gives 
ene the key to persona land social suc 
gests many opportunities to makemeney. By our 
new system youcanlearn THE PHILOSOPHY 
OF PERSONAL INFLUENCE tn a few days 
at your home, and noton'y achieve success jour 
self, but you can Influence the miuds, health aud 
actions of others. We guarantee it, 

LEARN AT HOME FREE 
Ifat all interested, send for our free book, ** The 
Philosophy of Personal influence.” It will reveal 
to you the secrets of success and will poivt out the 
causes Offailure. Through the generosity ofX. La 
Motte Sage, A. M., L. L. D. Ph. ite author, we 
are permitted to distribnts 10,000 copies alent 
freeofalicout, A postal eard willbring A-lidregg 
the New York Institute of Science, Dept. J. 4 
Rochester, N. Y¥. 


If ruptured write Ip! W. 8. Rice, 1524 Main 
Adams, N. Y., and he will send free a triai of his won- 
derful method. Whether skeptical or not get this free 
method and try the remarkable invention that cures 


danger. operation or detention from 
work. rite to-day. Don’t wai 


MESSAGE 


Cured Her Husband of 
Drinking. 


Write Her Today and She Will 
Gladly Tell You How She Did It. 


My husband wasa hard drinker for over 20 
years and had tried in every way to stop but 
could not do so. last 
cured him by a simple 
home remedy which an 
one can give secretly. 
want every one who has 
drunkenness in their 
homes to know of this and 
if they are sincere in their 
desire to cure this disease 
and will write to me, I will 
tell them just what the 
remedy is. My address is 
Mrs. Margaret Anderson, 
Box 412 Hillburn, N. Y. 
lam sincere in this offer. - 
I have sent this valuable 
sf information to thousands 
and will gladly send it to you if you will but write 
me to-day. AsI have nothing whatever to sell, 
I want no money, 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


HAVE YOU SEEN YOUR NEIGH- 
BOR’S NEW SEWING 
MACHINE? 


A number of finest Five- Drawer 
Cabinet Sewing Machines have recent 7 aa 
ohipped to families in every town the 

ted States on three months’ free trial. The 
prices are $8.95, $10.45, $11 95, and $12.85, ac- 
cording to make and style of machine. 

If you will mention the name of this maga- 
zine, cut this notice out and mail to us, no 
matter where you live, what state, city, town 
or country, we will immediately write you, 
giving yva the names of a number of peoplein 
your neighborhood who are using our ma- 
chines, 80 you can see and examine them and 
convince yourself that there are no better 
machines made at any price. We will also 
mail you, free, our new special sewing ma- 
chine catalogue, showing Saadscue illustra- 
tions, and prices of an immense 
line of machines at $5.00 to $12.85, special three 
months’ free trial offer and most liberal sew- 
ing machine proposition ever heard of. 

Asewing machine trust is said to be formin 
for the purpose of cutting off our supply an 
if scoomplished you wil 
pelled to 
can now rnish you at $8.95 to $1520. Our 
stock is now complete and for catalogue, all 
offers and particulars you should cut this no- 
tice out and mail tous today. Szars, Rozsuck 
& Co., Chicago. 

any tooth. 


Goto Te lar dentist's work. 10¢ 


wri for Oe. A ARGO MDSE. 


pal 
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How to Quit Tobacco 


_ new discovery odorless and tasteless, that Ladies 


ean give in coffee or any kind of fcod quickly curing 
the patient without his knowledge. Anyone can have 
a free trial pad by addressing Rogers Drug «& 
Chemical Co. Fifth and Race Streets, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and eaails y te. foul tobacco smoke and dirty 


spittoons from the home. 
D 18 YOUR HUSBAND, ka GON OR FATHER A rd 
al ra 


Ifso, send us your name & address, we will send you a 
= free, in e plain package with full directions how to Rove itsecretly in tea, 

, food, ete, It is odorless & tasteless, & will cure this dreadful habit, 
rermanentiy Ley the patient's knowledge or consent. It 


Cure” for the Drink Habit & will cost you nothing to veh 
MILO DRUG CO. Dept. 72. St. Louis. Mo. 


id soli- 
lamond 
for 


One beautiful rolled 
taire Puritun roe 
ring, solid-gold 
"= gelling 20 packages Garfield 
Pepsin Gum, cents a pack- 
Send um. When sold send money ; 
ring. Ho ndreds of pleased 


VILLE, PA 


WILLE, PA. 


custom: 


os free show 
GARFIELO 709, ME 


no doubt be com- | 
pay $25.00 to $40.00 for machines we 


| 


Heals the Sick, 
Cures all Disease. 


The Marvelous Skill of a Noted Indi- 
ana Doctor in Curing Every Sort 
of Disease Has Made Him 
World-Famous. 


Sends Free Trial Packages By Mail to All 
Who Write—Gives tant Relief. 


There is no question that all diseases can be 
cured by his marvelous discovery after having 
talked with people whom he has cured quickly 


No Man Is Lost —There is a Sure Cure for 
Every Sick and Ailing Man or 
Woman — Dr. Ferris. 


and safely of Rheumatism, Catarrh, Diabetes, 
Lost Vitality, Debility, Ailments of Women, 
Kidney and Liver Disease, Lung and Stomach 
Trouble, Consumption, Constipation, Neural- 
gia, Bronchitis, Insomnia, Blood Poison, Ane- 
mia, Eczema or Salt Rheum, Locomotor 
Ataxia, Asthma, Epilepsy, Piles; Chronic Di- 
arrhea, All Skin Diseases, Heart Disease. It 
matters not what the disease nor of how long 
standing, nor how many doctors or remedies 
have failed. To weak, weary women he has 
brought the light and happiness of health. 
ae worn-out men he has relighted the spark- 

vitality Se. He has cured the crip- 
Mee and healed the sick. 

P'The doctor sends free trial treatment to ev- 
ery sick or ailing person who sends him their 
name and address, telling him what they wish 
to becured of. Every sick and suffering person 


| should avail themselves of the marvelous skill 
| he gives them absolutely free. Thousands have 


saved a sick friend’s life by sending him their 
name. For the benefit of any who wish to ad- 
dress him personally we give his private ad- 
dress, Dr. C. Sargent Ferris, 4072 Elektron 
Building, Ft. Wayne, Ind., for although the de- 


| mands on his time are something enormous, he 
: gives his personal attention to every letter, 
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xxii ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MORPHINE Absolutely Cured 


We Will Send a Trial Treatment FREE of Cost if You Wili Write Us. 
All Correspondence Strictly Confidential. 


THE ALL SAINTS CO., Room 813, Mutual Reserve Bldg., New York City 
ORPHINE YSELF CURED 


INE. MORPHINE.OPIUM 

Sra and LAUDANUM habits cured by harmless ome Cure. Address 
A A,a painless home treatment, endorsed | MRS, M. I. BALDWIN, P.0. Box 1212, Chicago, Il. 

sufficient to convince you it 
sent PREE, with book of testimonials sealed. LADIES 
Correspondence Confidential. 12 weekly. Experience annec 


Send sta elope to ROYAL CO., 
OPA SPECIALTY CO., DEPT. A, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS Desk B. C., 84 Monroe a Chicago tile, 


MORPHINE and LIQUOR 
OPI UJ | TELL FORTUNES 
having failed elsewhere have | With WEZARD CARDS. Future truthfully re- 


. | vealed. To convince you we will send cards Free for 
Write The Dr. Stepheus Co, Dept. B9 Lebanon, Ohio. | “amp. ©. Velaro, 908 W. 424 St., New York 


’ He thinks he lives, but he’s a dead one. 
a SS No person is really alive whose liver is dead. 
Ci During the winter most people spend nearl 
all their time in warm, stuffy houses or offi. 
ces or workshops. Many don’t get as much 
exercise as they ought, and everybody 
knows that people gain weight in winter. 
As a rule itis not sound weight, but means 
a lot of flabby fat and useless, rotting mat- 
ter staying in the body when it ought to 
be driven out. But the liver is over-burdened, 
deadened—stops work. There you are, with 
a dead liver, and right now is the time for 
resurrection. Wake upthedead! Getallthe 
filth out of your system, and get ready for 
the winter’s trials with clean, clear blood, 
body, brain free from bile. Force is danger- 
ous and destructive unless used in a gentle, 
persuasive way, and the right plan is to give 
new strength to the muscular walls of the 
bowels, and stir up the liver to new life and work with CASCARETS, the great 
system cleaner, disinfectant and bowel tonic. Get a 50c box to-day—a whole 
month’s treatment— and see how quickly you will be brought back to new life. 


4 


Sample and booklet free. Address Sterling Remedy Co., Chicago or New York. ass 


CARPET OFFER 


This is a good, heavy, 36-inch 
width GRANITE CARPET. 

New floral ine bee nd 


NO BETTER WEARING CARPET MADE. 


OUR OFFER Bend us this ad., state whether you wish red, 
H green or wine ground and number of yards 
wan enclose 25 cents per yard, and we will send the carpet to 
you with the understanding that if you do not find it perfectly satis- 
actory and about one-half the price charged by dealers in your 
town, you can return itto us at our expense and we will imm 
returs your money, together with any freight or express charges paid by you. 
If you want te see sam- 


ples before ordering, cut 

this ad. out and send to us and we will send you at once 36 C H 
Plates taken from 1};-yard lengths, also our 69 A FE 


PETS, ART SQUARES, RUGS, ETC., and all at prices 
heretofore unknown. The catalogue also explains how all samples 
are furnished free. Cataleguc is free. reas, 


SEARS, ROEBUGK & GO.,cHICAGo, ILL. 
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$97 OFAN 


Pay After Received ¥ 
Offer! One Year’s Free Trial! 
25-Years’ Binding Guaran- | Iam 
tee! All explained in our im 
FREE usic 
CATALOGUE. We 


Gultare ando- 
line at 68. 45 and upwards 
For our beautifully il- 


er received offer, 
this ad eat and mali to 


ROEBUCK & 


To Cure 
Drunkards. 


A Simple Way to Cure Any Drunkard 
Against His Will. 


By using the new odorless and tasteless 
remedy which is placed in the coffee or food 
any drunkard can be cured. Anyone can use 
it without the drunkard ever knowing it. It 


MRS. SAMUEL BOYD. 


does its work so silently and surely that while 
the devoted wife, sister, daughter or mother 
looks on, the drunkard is cured even against 
his will. 

Every person who has a loved one who is a 
slave to drink ought to give him this remedy 
at once. 

Mrs. Samuel Boyd oops “With Golden 
Specific I cured my husband of drinking. I 

ut it in his coffee and after that he could not 

rink liquor or bear to be where he could smell 
it."’ 

Write to Dr. J. W. Haines, 4220 Glenn Build- 
ing, Cincinnati, Ohio, and he will send you a 
free trial package which will show you how 
simple it is to use and how positive is its cure. 


CURED 


THROUCH THE FEET 
Magic Foot Drafts will be sent to 
every sufferer in America 
FREE on Approval. 


TRY THEM 


Send no money — we only ask your name — 
and we will send you, prepaid, a pair of the 
celebrated Magic Foot Drafts, which have 
cured thousands of the most unfortunate 
rheumatic sufferers in the world. If you are 
satisfied with the relief they give you then 
send us one dollar. If not don’t send us a 
cent. We know there’s comfort and happi- 
ness in every pair, and we want you to have 
them; that’s why we are willing to take our 
pay after the work is done. 


The drafts are worn on the soles of the feet 
because the circulatory and nervous systems 
are most easily reached at this point, but they 
cure rheumatism in every part of the body by 
drawing out the poison from the system. 
booklet is sent free with the drafts —all with- 
out a cent in advance. Write today to Magic 
pee Draft Co., 149 Oliver Building, Jackson, 

ch. 


Catarrh, 
Foul 


If You Continually K’hawk and Spit 
And There is a Constant Dripping 
From the Nose into the Throat, If 
You Have Foul, Sickening 
Breath, That is Catarrh. 


Large Trial Package Free —Quickly Cures. 


Any person having catarrh always has a bad 
breath. The sense of smell and taste are 
nearly always totally destroyed in time so that 
the person who has catarrh does not realize 
how loathsome their disease is. They con- 
tinue their K’hawking-K’hawking and spit- 
ting and spitting about promiscuously until 
they are shunned by everyone, and the sight 
of how is enough to make a well person sick. 

Gauss’ Catarrh Cure gives wonderful relief, 
especially in those chronic cases where the 
mucus drops down the throat and lungs, sick- 
ening the stomach, and leads to many dis- 
eases, including Consumption. 

Catarrh is @ deep-seated disease, and local 
applications, inhalations, sprays, ointments 
or salves will do no good. A large trial pack- 
age mailed free that will convince you. Send 
name and address at once to C. E. Gauss, 779 
Main St., Marshall, Mich. 
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« OAK, DROP HEAD CABINET SEROCO SEWING INE, 
ng machines that cost twice the money elsewhere. 
$i0. 4 drawer drop head cabinet,cel- 
249 cbiated NEW QUEEN sewing machine. 
il. 95” baye, this marquetry 
ted, 5- —? drop head cabine 
EMERE sewing machine 85: buys the Bren ball bearing 
exactly as illustrated. . RDICK sewing machine. 
15. on h sewing machine our MINNESOTA, 
of regular 060.00 and 660.00 agents’ machines. 


6-drawer, drop h ..$26.50|These and many 
drop head”. ee ‘pomestic 22.00) other high grade 
6-drawer, drop head HOME..$22.00| machines beautifully 
4-drawer, drop WHEELER A 26.00 /illustrated and fully 
6-drawer, drop h TE..$23.00/| described, the parts, 
4<drawer, drop — “STANDARD. . $24.00 mechanism and spe- 
cial features, in our big, new, free Sewing Machine Catalo: You must 
write for it. If you mention the name of this paper we will give you the 
names of a num of your own neighbors to whom we have so) 
80 you can see and examine your neighbors’ machines, ioare how they are 
with them and how much money we saved th 

HREE MONTHS’ FREE TRIAL ON ANY SEWING ‘ea HINE ORDERED. 
For Free Sewing Machine Catalogue, the most wonderful price offer: ever 
made, our libera —. fmf = received offer and three aor free trial plan, cut this 


endeay what paper'er you yen enw notice in. Address, SEARS, ROEBUCK & G0., CHICAGO. 


PAINLESS AND PERMANENT UR 
A Trial Treatment Free. HOME CURE nee 
dicted to the use of Morphine, Opium or other 
‘ontains Vital Prine iple he yetofore unknown and lacking in all others. We restore the nervous 
‘tr. PA and thus remove the cause. Confidential os invited from all. 


PAUL ASSOCIATION, Suite 804, 46 Van nm St., Chicago, Ill. 


Don’ t Be Too Fat! 


ent F. J. Kellogg, Here reduce it. 
Building, Battle Creek, Michigan, fora free —— City, — 
may weight 40 Iba. 
8 years ago, & I have not gained anounce since.” Purely vegetable 
my Any one can make itathome at little ex- 
We will mails box of it & full 


Alauns NYS 


THE POWER OF. CHARMING. 


We thoroughly explain the power of charming. the art of fascination, the secret of magnetic con- 
trol. We will reveal to you allthe hidden mysteries of personal magnetism, Bypaction, magnetic 


Seees. © will power, nerve force, etc. Weteach you how to cure all diseases and bad habits’ without 
aid ot drugs or medicine, =poskively and absolutely... You can learnat home ina few days and wield 
an indescribable charm and influence over your friends and associates entirely without their kuowl- 
— You will be delighted, mystified and astonished at the marvelous power you can exert. ’ 


ELEGANTLY ILLUSTRATED: BOOK FREE.’ 

‘Write to-day for our new book and tent for yourself the remarkable power of personal magnetism.) 
No matter how dark your fvture may seem, no matter what discouragements you have met inthe 
do not despair, but write for our book and learn how to be successful. Learn the only absolutely cer- 
tain and sure way by which every person of ordinary intelligence may gain position and power and get 
out of life the wealth and happiness which his Creator intended he yore enjoy. 

“T have put your Instructions practical test in my own business. The effects produced are wonderful. advise 
every man who w ints to succeed in life toget a copy of your free book at once. mets, a. SHELDON » Washington, Mo, 

Twasadoumer 1 wrote you for the purpose of proving your instructions worthless. In three days you dem- 

onstrated to my entire satisfaction that I never was further from the truth in my life. You have proven your ability 
to do ail and more than you claim.""—J. R. GASKIN S, Newport News, Va. 

We have thousands of letters statar to the above. What others have done you can do. Our free 

book tells you how. Addre 


AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SCJENCES, Dept Ak 4 Philade!phia, Pa. 
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Greatest Physical Culture Offer 


1 YEAR’S COURSE IN PHYSICAL CULTURE Af) 
C. 


AND A LARGE, PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED 10-CENT 
PHYSICAL CULTURE MAGAZINE, FOR ONE YEAR, 
With one year’s subscriptionto Woman’s PursicaL 
Ds VELOPMENT, a health magazine for women, $1.00. 


What better Christmas Gift than this ? 

About 1,000 IIustrations, Nearly 1.000 Pages of Reading Matter 

Health, Strength, Eaergy, Muscular Develop- 
ment, Strong Stomach, Lungs and Heart. 


All Can Be Yours for a Few Persistent Efforts. 

The PHYSICAL CULTURE MAGAZINE has been estab- TWELVE 
pes is nae sale of over 160,000 ISSUES OF 
monthly. eretofore it sold at 5 cts. per cop . 
60 cts. a year. Beginning with January wit 
be 10 cts. a copy. $1.00a year. it will be CULTURE 
in size, doubied im quality. . MAILED 

Commencing with the January issue and con- To YouR 
tinuing throughout the year PuysicaL CULT- ADDRESS 
ure will present a series of graduated lessons 
in physical culture applicable to the weakest FOR 
and the strongest. They will bethe most elabo- ¢ 50 CENTS 
rately prepared lessons ever given to the public. 

Nearly $2,000.00 will be spent for photographs 

and half-tones and in ply ~— of the 

subject matter that will be to describe and Money 
illustrate these lessons, Refunded, 

The title of these valuable instructions is if You Ask 
Development Simplified. They represent 
the life work of Bernarr Macfadden, editor of It, After 
PHYSICAL CULTURR, An opportunity is thus Receiving 
presented to you to obtain a complete course in phys the First 
ical culture from of the highest authorities ata 

ssue, 


small cost, Each issue will contain a complete lesson, 
which can be followed until the lesson of the subsequent month 
appears. Inthe various lessons there will be about 150 p otographic 
illustrations from poses by the editor, showing in detail and deseribing in 
the plainest possible manner how every part of the body can be strength- BeERNARR MACFADDEN, 
ened and developed at your own home without apparatus. Not only are Editor of Physical Culture Magazine. 
complete and detailed {ns ructions given for the development of the external muscular system, bat special instruc- 
tions are given for strengthening the lungs, the heart, the digestive organs, and the entire internal nervous, vital and 
general functional system. Also advice for the curing without expense by natural means all the various common 
complaints from which nearly every person occasionally suffers. 

samvorinl qrticles and stories, profusely illustrated, on every subject appertaining to health and strength will 
appear monthly. 
Dept. M, PHYSICAL CULTURE PUB. CO. 1123 Broadway, New York City. 


Your Fortune Free 


From cradle to grave — past, present and future correctly 
treated and success assured in love and business. Mysteries 
revealed. My horoscopes are wonderful diviners; send date 
of birth and stamp, and I will send you, entirely free, a horo- 
scope of your hfe, or if you send 0c I will also send a descrip- 
tion of the person you should love, and sample copy of my 
wonderful magazine, They call me the wonder of the twen- 
tieth century, because of my true predictions. I believe I 
ean make you successful if you heed my advice. Write at 
once and let me read your life as the stars revealit. Address 


PROP, BR. A. ASTRO, Box 3693, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Most lovable of Writers, is now Co-editor 
of “NEW THOUGHT,” 
; Chicago 


(aT ALL NEWS STANDS, 

CENTS A 
This head of 
Mrs. Wilcox 


STEEL 


' 

‘ " 12.98 without reservoir or was sketched 
with porcelain by Dorothy 
i » high shelf and D Deane 
od, ae sell as high Special Artist 

pec 
at others advertise and sel for ‘*New 
at 625.00 to $35.00. Hundreds of Thought.’ 


other big price ry 
prises our Ww 

St e are sending out a few beau- 
FREE tiful Brown rt Portraits of 
Mrs. Wilcox and William Walker Atkin- 
son, editors of “ New Thought.” Readers 
of this paper will be in time to receive 
this handsome gift, together with recent 
writings on “New ought,” and full 
particulars of our 


$ 1000 CASH PRIZE 
CONTEST, BY ADDRESSING AT ONCE 
“NEW THOUGHT” 


27 COLONNADES, VINCENNES AVE., CHICAGO 
o@”’These Portraits are worth framing 


Every stove made 
tn ourewn foundry. 
For the most wonder- 


| 
' 

PAY AFTER 
RECEIVED OFFER, cut this ad. out and mail to 


Sears, Roebuck & Co., CHICAGO. 
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LATEST BEST FOODS 
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One taste 


KORN-KRISP 
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48 $3.48 


$3.98 FOR SHELL 
oo buys our Long Winner, 12-gauge, Breech 


oading Shotgun, by stuck, pistol grip, top snap 
break,extra 
high grade. 


195 REPEATING SHOT GUN 


5 for the 


«7 for high grade 
breech leading — 


an 


Hammertess 


meriess 


EVOLVER, Automatic 
MATIC REV am 
— Site. REVOLVER, $3.25 


$1.29 | 


ealiber 

for beat 

Loaded Shotgun Shelis made. | pondingly prices. 

MARLIM REPEATING SHOTGUNS. - - - 

STEVEN'S CRACK SHOT RIFLES~-- - 

STEVEN'S FAVORITE RIFLES - - 

STEVEN'S IDEAL RIFLES - - 
For lowest prices ever known on all kinds of guns ‘a 

spor goods, from the cheapest to the best, cut 

ad. out and mail to us, and receive a, Sas Goods 


SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO., CHICAGO. 
Be Your Own Boss! 


MANY MAKE $2,000.00 A VEARK. You 
have the same chance. Start a Mail Order Business at 
home. We tell you how. Money coming in daily. 
Enormous profits. Everything furnished. Write at once 
for our Starter and FREE particulars. 


B. C. KRUBGER CO., 155 Washington Street, Chicago, Ill. 


per 100 


Por Children While Cutting Their Teeth, 
An Old and Well Tried Remedy 


FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS. 
MES. WINSLOW’S SOOTHING SYRUP 
has been used for over Firry Years by Mriuions of 
Moruers for their waite with 
Perrecr Success. Ir Soorues THE CuILD, Sorrens the 
Gums, ALLAYs all Pars; Cures Wixp Coxic, and is the 
remedy for ists in Wins, 
of the World. sure and Mes 
Soothing Syrup, and take ned other 


Twenty-five Cents a Bottle. 


The why some 
shop-keepers do 
not sell 


President 


Suspenders 
is they make 
more money on 
imitations. 50c. 
and $1.00. Ask 
at favorite shop, 


or post prepaid from 
C.A. Edgarton Mfg.Co. 
Box 201 H, Shirley,Mass. 
Send 6 cents for catalogue. 


WOMEN TO DO SEWING 


md addressed reply enve ope for 
U Co., Dept. 211, Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. Pa. 


WANT ED. DIES 
to embroider doilies ar B at home; 
work. AS ‘furnished. prices 


ELY Co., Go. Dept. Bt Bidg., Chicago. 


A Catalogue of Rare and 
Cholee Palms, Dwerf 
Jes- 


FLOWERS 


Somerville, Mase. 
A WEEK Straight salary und ex- 
tract; weeny pay. Address, with stam 


$2 penses to men with rig to introduce 
Monarch Co.. Box 497, Springfield, 


A high-class 

self-regula- 
ting incubator 
onasmall scale, 
Fifty eg 
city. eat, 
moisture and ventilation automatically 


ed free, together with a book containin 
colored views and telling all about 
EXCELSIOR INCUBATOR, ir you 


name this paper. 
GEO. H. STAHL, Quincy, Mlinois. 


3 = 4 
| 
$ 
4 
peat- 
AS 
ual of ham- 
rless guns 
825.00 to 830. 
$ 
ouble at 
Barret Shotgun, equa! togunsothers sell at 695.00 to 860.00 
25 Cents. 
Will grow in the 
a Chinese . 3 
Lilies of the Valley 
—a)) postpaid 250.» am De of eoin 
4 
! 
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h 
and perfectly controlled. Price only $6.80. 
Send forthe Weeden Hen Book; mail- ‘ a 
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Letters Worth Reading. 


It is interesting, as indicating how people look upon a really pure and wholesome 
article of food, to reprint a few of the thousands of letters received by the Cream of 
Chocolate Company, of Danvers, Mass., whose announcement appears on page xiii in 
this issue of Tue Brack Car. 


600 West Church St., Elmira, N. ¥., October 4, 1902. Gentlemen: — Your Cream of 
Chocolate is truly and rightly named, it is simply delicious. I can hardly wait till I receive 
our prize cook book of recipes, “ How to use Cream of Chocolate.” At a sale here for the 
benefit of the Old Ladies’ Home, I purchased a can, having read of it a few days ago. I think 
that which you put in little bags would be fine for the traveling public. I await the coming of 
the recipe book and wish you all success. Most cordially yours, Mrs, Appison D. BLarr. 

3042 Washington St., Roxbury, Mass., August 27, 190%. Dear Sirs: — Your Cream 
of Chocolate is delicious, perfect. We served it to some lady callers one evening and they stil! 
talk aboutit. I enclose address of an elderly lady, with a fractured thigh, to whom I wish you 
would do the favor of sending asample. Yours truly, E. F. Spavitpine, M.D 

5 Pleasant St., Worcester, Mass., September 13, 1902. Gentlemen: —I have used the 
Cream of Chocolate and find that itis far better than any other chocolate I have ever seen or 
used before. Would be pleased to have you send box of samples to give to patients. Also 
would like the name of some retail dealer who carries the article in Worcester. Thanking you 
in advance, I remain, yours, H. Evcener Watkins, D.M.D. 

Se Lake, Me., September 11, 1902. Gentlemen: —I received your letter contain- 
ing the circulars and have given these to some of my friends. I am always ready to help you in 
advertising Cream of Chocolate, for I think it very nice indeed. I like it very much for cook- 
ing. Yours very truly, Miss Lutan E. WaDLEIGH. 


416 Locust St., Kalamazoo, Mich., September 15, 1902. Gentlemen: —I enclose my 
recipe envelopes which I think hold excellent results from my experience with Cream of 
Chocolate. It really is the finest form of chocolate that I have ever tried, and I use a large 
amount in my work. I have a general knowledge of domestic science, but give more attention 
tocake making and desserts, though I keep in touch with all things regarding domestic sci- 
ence. Hoping you may reach great success with your chocolate and I am quite sure its true 
merits and superior quality will win for it a great name, I am sincerely yours, Miss Nora 
GARRISON. 

Madelia, Minn., September 13, 1902. Gentlemen:—We got the package today and 
think itis fine. Will try and persuade our grocer here to get it. ill you please give me the 
name of the nearest grocer who keeps it instock. Yours truly, J. FLANDERs. 

518 Main St., Worcester, Mass., September 18, 1902. Gentlemen: — We have tried 
Cream of Chocolate and like it very much. It makes a very delicious drink. I should be 
pleased to receive some samples. Yours truly, Dr. Georee E. Savaae. 


Hampton, Conn., September 16, 1902. Dear Sirs: —This is a small town with two 
stores, and we are ten miles from any city. Willimantic is where I got my first box of Cream of 
Chocolate, and I think if one of the stores here would keep it, it would be very nice. People 
would like it after using one box. Yourstruly, Miture E. Wernere.e. 

80 Pleasant St., Worcester, Mass., September 19, 1902. Gentlemen: —I received 
the samples of Cream of Chocolate you kindly sent, and will put them in good hands. My own 
folks like it very much, it is a prime article. Hastily yours, Dr. B. M. Pevey. 

18 Binford St., Boston, Mass., September 25, 1902. 
article. I know it, for I have tried it. I began to drink Cream of Chocolate several months ago, 
and I shall be a regular customer. Very truly yours, Avery L. Ranp. 


Grand Rapids, Mich., September 26, 1902. Gentlemen: — We like the Cream of 
Chocolate very much and all our friends who sample it ask, What is it and where did you get it ? 
Very truly yours, J. Pato. 

221 Main St., Worcester, Mass., September 23, 1902. Gentlemen: —I received the 
packoge of samples of Cream of Chocolate in good condition on Monday and made a libera! 

istribution of the contents. Ail who received these samples decided it to be the finest article 
of the kind on the market. I could have made good use of all the samples myself, but felt I 
would not be doing you justice unless I distributed them, as I said I would do fn my letter. I 
shall continue to recommend Cream of Chocolate as being of the very highest quality. It 
actually meltsin the mouth. With many thanks I am sincerely yours, M. K. BARTLETT, Mana- 
ger N. Y. Dental Parlors. 


Hannibal, Mo., September 22, 1902. Gentlemen: —I have used Cream of Chocolate 
since it has been introduced here, and I like it better than any cocoa or chocolate preparation I 
have as yet seen and I think I have tried them all. I enclose a recipe that I made up myself, 
and which I make oo gong every week. I trust your expert cooks will have good success with 
> and like it as well as all do here who have tried it. Yours truly, Mrs. Waneaner BIsHOP 

PLIEDEL. 

320 County St., New Bedford, Mass., September 11, 1902. Dear Sirs: —I would 
like to have you send me a number of blanks for your prize contest, as I have a number of origi- 
wal recipes which I think will be acceptable to you. 1 am an admirer of Cream of Chocolate 
_ think where chocolate is used its possibilities are unlimited. Very truly yours, Mrs. C. B. 

ABCOCK. 

Wareham, Mass., September 12, 1902. Cream of Chocolate Company, Sirs:—I have 
been using your Cream of Chocolate and like it very much. I wish to get more, but none of the 
grocery stores in this town keep it. Will you send me the price by mail, postpaid? Please 
address Mrs. ALBERT HuMPHREY. 

16 Congress St., New Haven, Conn., September 15, 1902. Gentlemen: —Have you 
any advertising matter for Cream of Chocolate of a suitable size to place in an envelope? Last 
year I sold about 650 cans and hope to increase the sale this year. Advertising matter from you 
will greatly help me to do this. oping to have an early response, so that I can start the sale 
earlier this year, I am respectfully yours, EpGar Tuomas, Tea, Coffee, Spices. 


Gentlemen: — You have a good 
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WONDERFUL BUGGY OFFER 


If 7, will cut this ad. out 
ili send 


and send tous, we W 


it will be sent to 
you with the un- 
derstanding and 

reement that 


you do not find 
it perfectly much lower rice than you 
could buy elsewhere, You Need Not Pay Us One Cent. 


Every rig is made in our own factory, and to make freight 
charges very low, we have a to ship all vehicles to Southers 
states from Kentucky, and for Nerthern States from Indiana. 

DON’T BUY BUGGY until you see our cata- 
SEARS “OEBUCK & Write today, ite FREE. 

RS. ROEB & CO., CHICAGO. 

DUP 

LIC 

ATE manufacturer, JNO, W. 
RICE, Atianta, Ga. 


CANADIAN PACIFIC RY. 
TOURIST CARS, 
PACIFIC COAST 


WITHOUT CHANGE. 
H, J, COLVIN, 362 Washington St., BOSTON. 


8-tray set, $1.50; 12 set, $2.25 
(in neat case), ‘of your sta- 
tioner, or sent, prepaid, by the 


“The Busy Man’s Train.” 


Appropriate in its Name, 
Appropriate in its Route, 
Appropriate in its Character— 


‘The 20th Century Limited.’’ 


This is The century of all the ages. 

The New York Central’s 20-hour 
train between New York and Chicago 
(the two great commercial centers of 
America) is The train of the century, 
and is appropriately named 


“THE 20th CENTURY LIMITED.” 


A copy of the “ Four-Track News,” contain- 
ing a picture of “ The 20th (¢ A, Limited,”’ 
and a deal of useful information tif be ment 
Frases to visit, modes of travel, ete., will be sent 

id, on receipt of five cents, b 

8, General Passenger Agent, New’ York 

Grand Central Station, New Y 


Ban 


| Correspondence 
Courses in 


Engineering 


Electrical, Mechan- 
ical, Locomotive,Sta- 
tionary, Marine and 
Machinery Hall, Armour Inst. Engineer- 
Navigation, 
Architecture, Mochanten and Perspective 
Drawing, Sheet Metal Work, Textile 
Manufacturing. 
Also 40 Short Special Engineering Courses. 


fon under Members of 
Fi of A h 
scully of” 


Students are under the instruction of the 
very men who epee over the Laborato- 
ries and teach the classes of the Armour 
Institute of Technology. All work, there- 
fore, will receive full credit toward resi- 
dent work at Armour Institute, should the 
aaeee at any time continue his studies 
ere. 

For Exampte. Parts 1-60f the work on 
Mechanical Drawing mastered under 
these auspices will accepted as en- 
trance pores aration on that subject to the 
College of Sngineering. 

As a help in their studies, students in 
full Engineering Courses are furnished a 
Technical Reference Library (in ten vol- 
umes) in addition to regular instruction 
papers. Catalogue sent upon request. 


AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CORRESPONDENCE 
Armour Institute of Technology 


CHICAGO, 
Mention The Black Cat. 


jUICK METHOD 
REAL ESTATE INTO CASH 


sent free. We sell 
rant fall postioe ulars ce. Established 16 years. 
KUBERT WARD REAL ESTATE Co. 
Building, Brooklyn, New York 


I Can Sell Your Farm 


N. A. Bidg., 


MAGIC LANTERNS 


STEREOPTICONS and VIEWS 
for Public Exhibitions, Church Entertainments, 
for illustrating sermons. Many sizes, all prices. Chance 
for men with little capital to make money. 260 page 
catalogue free. 


MCALLISTER, Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassau Street, N. Y. 


BE YOUR OWN CHI merenier. 
have a handsome 20 illustrated booklet “How 
to have Easy, Healthy, Shapely Feet,’ owhieh ' we will 
mail to any address for a 2c. stamp. Bunions CAN be 
eured. The booklet tells you how to do it in your own 
home without cutting and without the slightest incon- 
It also tells about the prevention and removal 

toe hails and t of all 


CO,, Suite 567, 59 Dearborn St,, Chicago. 


venience. 


of corns, ingrowin 
Kinda of foot troubl 
Foot 


you free, by re‘arm mail, pest- 
paid, our new special catalogue 
You will gett prices Af 
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How Pennies Count 


Accident Insurance 


About four cents a day, what you spend for 
newspapers, will procure you, if a preferred 
risk, an accident policy paying $3,000 for acci- 
dental death or loss of both eyes or limbs, and 

roportionate amounts for loss of one eye or 
imb; $15 a week for total disability ; $6 a 
week for partial disability ; and double the 
above amounts for injuries received in certain 
specified accidents, etc., ete. 


Life Insurance 


Fifteen and one-half cents a day will pur- 
chase a life insurance policy at age 35 for 
$2,500. 

Twelve cents a day will purchase a twenty 


year endowment policy at age 32, paying you 
$1,000 cash at the end of twenty years if liv- 


ing, and insuring you for $1,000 for the twenty 
years’ time. 


Life and Accident Combined 


Oldest , Larges 
and Strongest 


Nineteen and one-half cents a day purchases 
$3,000 accident insurance, and at age 35 
$2,500 ordinary life insurance. 


Who says Insurance costs a good deal? 


PROF. ANTHONY BARKER 


guarantees to increase the 
strength and vitality of 
any man, woman or child, 
in a course of lessons. 
My gymnasium is one of 
the largest and best 
uipped in New York 
ty. My facilities for tak- 
ing care of pupils, whether 
personally or mail, are 
unexcelled. I have never 
failed permanently to re- 
lieve persons with weak 
Stomach, Heart, Kidneys or Back ; Curvature 
of the Spine, Rupture, or any deformity. All 
without medicine or the 
nife. 
Send for particulars re ee my courses 
and methods or if in vicinity call. 


Anthony Barker's School of Physical Culture 


1164 Broadway, Dept. U, New York City 
(SPECIAL OFFER) 


OR $ 00 I offer as complete a course 
' of Physical Culture as has 
— — ever been mailed for $20.00. 


“PHYSICAL CULTURE SIMPLIFIED” 


by Prof. Anthony Barker 


Finely bound in cloth. Illustrated with 54 full- 
halftones from Life and every move minutely desc ° 
A few moments expended each day will accomplish 
wonders if instructions are followed. If sickly you will 
become not only well, but strong. 


For sale at all bookstores or sent postpald by the publishers. 


The Baker & Taylor Co., New York. 


ANTIQUES 


Old Colonial Furniture — 
(Mahogany) — Sofas, Mir- 
rors, Tables of all sorts. 
Chippendale and other Side- WUCHICAN AVENUE 
boards, China Closets, High Semence 
Post Bedsteads, Dressers, Wardrobes, etc., 
all old, but in perfect condition, 

Fine old China, Lowestoft, Bristol, etc., in 


great variety. Rare old Historical Plates, 
Pitchers, etc. 


Old Russian Samovars, Trays, and many 
other unique things in Brass. 


Large and small Copper Kettles, Jardinieres, 
etc. 


Pewter Platters, Plates and Tankards. Pau! 
Revere and Ship Lanterns. Candlesticks in 
Pewter, Brass, Glass and Sheffield Plate. 


Old Colonial Clocks and a thousand other 
things of interest to lovers of Antiques. Cata- 
logue and Price List on request. 


At the sign of 
The Copper Kettle. 
MRS. ADA M. ROBERTS 
2455 Michigan Ave., Chicago. 
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Here are a hundred of the stories thal won the 
litle: “The Story-Telling Hit of the Age” for 
The Black Cal. If you want a sel, or wish lo 
make some friend happy, send 50 cents (stamps 
will do) and same will be mailed, postage paid, 
to any part of the U. S., Canada or Mexico. 


Substitute, $250 Prize Story, M. V. B. Hunter. 
he Unsolleited (ustodianship, David Bruce Fitzgerald. 
The Double Wedding at Section Thirty, H. A. Crafts. 
The Thousandth Chanee, Kichard Karker Shelton. 
Rance, $195 Prise Story, bland Brunner Huddleston. 
The Desert’s Gold, $250 Price Story, Robert Roberts. 
Bilimyer’s Sprinkiing Machine, George Nox MeCain. 
The Man Under the Tree, $100 Prize Story, Don Mark Lemon. 
An Act of Piracy, Albert Sonnichsen. 
Mr. Reswell’s Shave, George Gardner. 
Biae Light ea the Mountain, Crandall. 
The Phastom Dromedary, Adelbert Thompson. 
The Footsteps of Fear, Fann emble Johnson. 
A Millien-Dollar Cinder, Will N. Harben. 
The Lack of William the Aagel, Paul Shoup. 
The Warden's Overcoat, Grace Gorrill Gowing. 
The Trade Rat Mine, Eustace V. Kray 
An Understady for Princess, Miriam Michelson. 
The Man With the Red Pants, Harie Oren Cummins. 
In the Slerra Madres, Newton Newkirk. 
Mrs. Todd's Three-Flights Front, Kichard B. Shelton. 
Old Man Hornbeck’s Conversion, C. E. G. Peabody. 
Dollars’ Hargia, [aul Shoup. 

lich City Mystery, Frederic Van Rensselaer Dey. 
The Wayside Sphinx, Mary Foote Arnold. 
The Wine of Pantinelli, Harle Oren Cummins. 
Fiying the Flame, Bailey Millard. 
Dr. Gilbert's $7 Bill, F. L. Pollock and J. Ellsworth. 
The Passiag of Brickville, Joseph N. Quai! 
Aa Unfair Exchaage, Ethel W atts Main ford. 
The Man Whe Could Walk Straight, F. agley. 
In Hell's Harold Kinsabby. 

f Dumont, Clarence Maiko. 


kerehief, T. H. Chalmers. 
Parker's Polar Piasters, Erin 
The Master George E.. Gardne 
Wildeat, Katherine 'P. Clark. 

y. E. F. Bishop. 
The Gratitude of Mrs. Hateh, G. B. Danham. 
Elizabeth W. 
Family Skeleton’s Wedding Journey, 8125 Prize, 
The Curse of Zaima Rebya, Rheta Childe Dorr. 
Te Save a Siainiess Name, Catherine Young Glen. 
The of Ruddy Guieh, Paul Shoup. 

Hu Wakefield. 


jon. Florence W. 
The Hollow in the Red Reoeks, A. W. White’ 
Sir Stragete, Enos 1). Taylor 
aderwater House, Frank Bailey Mi Millard. 
A Prince of the Jungle, Carrol Carrington. 
A Death-Angel in Overalls, A. Hutchinson. 


The Castro Baby. Mary Austin. 
A Sagebrush Cleada. Miriam Michelson. 
Eleanor Stevens’ Will, laabe! Scott Stone, 
Te Let, Alice Turner Curtis. 
Of Course — Of Course Not, Harry M. Peck. 
The Marchbarn » A. Maurice Low. 
Their Colonial Vil aries Karnard. 
The Man with the Kye, John W. Harding. 
~ Me and Mose,” Annie E. 5. Fearing. 
The Cross of Fire, Kert Leston Taylor and Edward Ward. 
A Witness of War, Virginia Woodward (loud. 
The Copeland Collection, Margaret Dodge. 
The Stolen Sky- ©, Frank Lillie Pollock. 
The Mysterious Boot, W. Macpherson W iltbank. 
The Bieyele That Ran Itself, F. W. Sage. 
The Disposal of Hixs Duncan. 
The White Jack Kabbit, W hitehouse. 
The House That Jack Donovan Hilton. 
In the Garden of a Villa, KR. George Smith, Jr. 
A Peg-Leg Ghost, Wellington Vandiver. 
How the Rua was Stopped, Kichard Stillman Powell. 


R. Taylor. 
n. 

How David Came a $125 Prise Siery. H. A. Fillmore. 

he Race Across the Continent, l’aul Shoup. 
Uamasked, Muriel Campbell Dyar. 
A Latter-Day Miracie, Frank J. Stillman. 
The Selentifie Circle, C. C. Newkirk. 
Missouri, A. W. Whitehouse. 
The Tarantula, Anna McClure Sholl. 
David aad Goliath, Ellis Meredith. 
One Chance in Million, tiarold Kinsabby. 
A Deserter, Algernon Tassin. 
At Tank Number Eleven, Frank Lillie Pollock. 
A Hair-breadth "Seape. Margaret steele Ar 
The Pink Umbretia, Evelyn Snead Barnett. 
Force of Circumstance, Mary fF. Leonard. 
The Golden Tresses, Mra. Attwood R. Martin. 
Ladies’ Night, Alice Caldwell Hegan. 
The Gargoyle Room, Anna McClure Sholl. 
The Jockey Whe Went to 8200 Prize Story, L. Weslyn, 
Auxons, $100 Prize Story Julia Truitt Bishop, 
Lights Out! Frederic Laurence Davis. 
The White Death, Don Mark Lemon 
The Freese that Thawed Her, 8200 Prize Story, W. E. Andrews, 
mA iek t, Guy Wetmore Carryl. 

A Marriage of $100 Prise Story, Frank E. Chase. 

A Fair Exchange. Arthur Dakin Foster. 
White Man's David Bruce Fitzgerald. 
In the Dead of Night, Edgar Welton Cooley. 


As the 20 numbers containing these 100 stories 
are going oul of print forever,don’t dally with 
lime if you want them, but send 50c. TO-DAY. 


Address: 


The Black Cat, 144 High Street, Boston, Mass. 
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HELP for the 
HOUSEW/FE 


PRETTY NEAR THE SAME 


he h h T 
RIGHT you will FEEL RIGHT and can THINK EXTRACT 
RIGHT. 


OF BEEF... 


Cut out the pasty, starchy or greasy foods for a 
few days and take on GRAPE-NUTS., In this 
famous food scientific processes have changed the 
starch to Grape-Sugar, and the tasty, nut-like little 
granules go into your spoon with the first period of 
digestion complete, just like nature does it, but with 
the brain-building elements still there. 


That's why it is 


THE FOOD FOR THOUGHT. 


Postum Cereat Co., Lrp., Battle Creek, Mich. 


Go to winterless THE CALIFORNIA LIMITED 


Chicago to California in 
less than three days. 


‘ ‘ Finest dining car service in the 

a | ornia world. All you could ask for in 
comfort, speed and scenery. 

Seventh season, new equipment. Hotel accommodations at principal resorts 


better than ever before. All about the Cali- 


fornia tour in our beautiful descriptive books. 
Mailed for roc. in stamps,on application to Gen, a n a 
Pass. Office, A.T & S. F. R’y, Chicago. 
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